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FERAL PIGS ON THE RADAR

Due to the increased feral pig
activity across the central west
region, Local Land Services has
committed 560,000 towards
subsidised 1080 treatment of
landholder grain.

The aim of this program is to
encourage more landholders
to run baiting programs and to
reduceferalpignumbersacrossthe
region and inturn, theirimpactson
production.

Feral pigs can carry diseases
such as leptospirosis and swine
brucellosis which can affect
livestock and humans. They
damage crops reducing potential
grain produced, are a major
predator of lambs, have the

potential to degrade soils, spread
weeds and cause major losses of
native wildlife and fauna.

With the threat of African swine
fever entering Australia, they pose
asignificantbiosecurity riskforthis
exotic disaase to take hold in the
feral population.

Sows have the potential to
have two litters of piglets paryear
and can reproduce from the age
of six months. This reproduction
rate shows why they can grow
in numbers so quickly. Based on
this breeding potential, a mob
of 10 pigs could grow in size to
(an estimated) 480 pigs within a
12-month period.

Baiting of feral pigs is the

primary control method and has
the potential to eliminate the
majority of the local population.

When controlling feral pigs, the
aim is to take out over 70% of the
pigs to have an impact on that
localpopulation deallythismeans
follow-up baiting and ongoing
control activities will maintain pig
numbers at a controllable loveal.

We encourage landholders to
use integrated control methods
for the best overall outcome. This
includes trapping and ground
shooting inorder togetanyofthose
difficult wary pigs. These methods
can be less effective than baiting
but contribute to the control effort
in conjunction with baiting.

Recentpigsuineyinthecentralwestcompletedbyaslandholdersshowedthattheaveragepig
costlandholderssasindamagesayear 50 iteasytoseathattargetingthepigsnowwillhawve
major financial benefits on your operation in coming seasons
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hile primary producers and

lamd managers across the
Cantral West continue to enjoy the
change in seasons, the improved
seasonal conditions brings its own
set ofchallenges, suchas agrowing
feral pig population, increased
weed infaestations, the neead to
monitar for virulent footrot, and
of course, the significant issue we
haveexperienced with mice.Thesea
are some of the topics covarad in
this newsletter, with our local staff
working across agriculture, natural
resource management, biosacurity
and emergency management
available to provide on-ground
advice and assistance to land
managers.

Theimpactsof COVID-19 continues
to affect the way we all operate,
and | am pleased to see Central
West Local Land Services using a
range of different communication
and service delivery approaches
to mitigate these impacts. The
Seads for Success Podcast series
has certainly bean a highlight,
providing the opportunity to
hear real-life stories relating to
land management and primary
production across our regian.

I trust vourll find value in the content
provided in this newsletter and
encourage you to stay in touch
with us throughout these tricky
times, Dur Board and staffare only
too happy to hear feedback and
suggestions to help us continue
to improve the information and
sarvices we daliver,

By Peta Holcombe | Team Leader Traveling Stock Heserves

In the 20-21 financial year our
Travelling Stock Resarve (TSR
Sanior Field Officers sprayed more
than 15,000 ha of weads across the
ragion.

Weed management on TSRs
is & priority for us due to the large
impacts weed infestations haveon
biodiversity, production, cultural
hearitage and recraational values.

We have four TSR Rangers and
eightSaniorField Officers covering
tha 105 00haof TSRs in tharagion,
bath undertaking surveillance for
weed infestations and the Senior
Field Officers spending more than
B09% of thair time sprayving weads.

We ansura our staff are well
equipped with ground spraying
equipment and training to ensure
thay are effactiva in their jok.

Weeds to be controlled ara
priontised utilising the Regional
StrategicWeead Management Plan,
consultation with Local Control
Authaorities and potential impacts
to the values of the TSR

We have seon an increase in
waadsinresponsato rainsaftartha
drought

Different waads are controlled
at different times of the vear
depanding on thair growth stage
and best time to get an effective
kill.

Waed managemant is one
of the highest costs for TSR
managemant in Central West with
an excass of 100,000 being spent
on equipmant, maintenance and
chamical, this is on top of salarias.

Owr staff sit on the Central Wast
Regional Weads Committee and
Macquarie Valley Weads Advisory
Committes toansura wa ara up to
date with information, have input
into priorties and are intouch with
appropriata networks

We seok funding from the
Crown  Reserwes  Improvement
Fund DPIWeeds Action Programas
wll as other Govarnmeant funding
to increase our ability to control
priority weads onTSRs year round.

STAY UP TO DATE WITH OUR EVENTS

www_lis_nsw._gov.au/regions/central-west/events




MINERALSUPPLEMENTATIONON

By Jillian Kelly | Cistnct Vetennanan

CEREALCROPSESSENTIALTHISWINTER

Grazing winter cereal crop is
popularas it meets afeed gapinour
ragion and offers alarge amount of
dry mattarthat is very good quality.
Wheatcropsacrosstheregioncould
b expected to have =13.5M) ME/
kgDM and =30% crude protain.
ltiswellacknowledgedthatcaraal
cropsarelow,ormarginal. inminarals
such as calciurmn and magnasiurm,
whichcancausa deaths inlivestock.
Im addition to the frank deficiencies
inCa and Ma, the exramealy high K
leval and very low Macontant result
in a vary high rurninal K:MNa ratic,
which is known to greatly impede
rmacromineral absomption.

The solution is always to
provida mineral supplameantation
when grazing cereal crops. A
dry lick that contains a sourca of
calcium, magnesium and sodium
is a good idea, vour local District
Vet can recommend the correct
supplementforyourlocal area and
grazing situation.

In addition to helping the
stock stay alive, grazing trials have
proven massive improvemeants in
waight gains when livestock are

supplermnentead. In the 2006 Grain &
Grare project, a combined Mo/ Cal
Masupplementlad toa54%incraase
in lamb livewsight gain, comparad
withunsupplementedlambsgrazing
a dual-purposa wheat crop.
Furthar axparimants wane than
conductedtoseparatathe responsas
to Mg or Ma, which resulted in an
increased liveweight gain of 24
and 37% respactivaly. Increases in

supplements. We know that a
crop that is lush, green and rapidly
growingwillbereadilyfarmantable,
highinwatersoluble carbohydratas
andlow ineffectivefibre. Ingestion
of a larme volume of this diet
will causa high lavels of volatile
fatty acid (VFA) concentrations in
the rumen, which as their name
sugoests are acids, causing aslight
drop in rurmean pH.

It is well acknowledged that cereal crops are
low, or marginal, in minerals such as calcium and
magnesium, which can cause deaths in livestock.

liveweaightgainswerzal someasurad
whean anirnals wera supplameantad
with straw only while grazing the
cereal crop.  Other studies have
shown that in both sheep and
cattle minaral supplermantation has
resulted in increases in livewsaight
gain of 15-60%.

It i hard to know if those
imprassive results are entiraly
due to the correction of dietary
deficiencies. It is likely that the
banafits could be dus to the
rurnan buffering ability of these

Mostofthaminaralsupplemeants
discussed are eithar basic in thair
very nature, orare salt based which
makes the animals salivate, causing
therecyclingofsodiumbicarbonate
into the rumen, creating a mora
neutral pH which is the optimum
anvironment for rumen microbes
to do their best farmentation. A
similar affect can ba achioved
with straw, axcept that this fills up
valuable rumen space with feed
thatis poory nutritious, hence the
better results achievied with licks.



Reducing invasive native

species on our TSRs
By Peta Holcombe | Team Leader Traveling Stock Reserves

Our TSR team has beon busy
reducing invasive native species
including Pine, Wilga and Buddah
on TSRs between Albert and
Condobolin as well as betwean
Grenfell and Bimbi.

Clearinginvasive nativespecies
promotes the regeneration and
regrowth of native, less invasive
vegetation.

The projectsareapartof along-
term plan to open up more routes
making them suitabla for walking
and grazing stock.

The project aims to improve
diversityofnativegroundcoverand

will involve monitoring as well as
continuing to manage weeds and
regrowth.

To date there has been a great
responsa from the project to help
thingsalongwe havespread native
grass and forb seed.

In the last financial year staff
controlled 335haofinvasive native
with funding from the Crown
Resarves Improvement Fund as
well as internal funds.

The project was carried out in
line with the Land Management
Codeunderthelocal Land Services
Act 2017 3.

-
fish
&

Seeds for Success
PODCAST

Have you tuned into Seeds for
Successyet?Hearstoriesfromlocals
just like you on production, pest
management, genetics, getting
through the tough times and what
they're doing on their place.

With 24 episodes under our
belt, we are proud that Seeds
For Success has had over 10,000
downloads since we launched
in September of 2020, with each
episode averaging 480 listens.

Listen in as David and Suellen
Taylor explain how native grasses
work on their property in the
Central West plains (episode
22), or hear how Tim Bowman
from Tooraweenah approaches
the selection of bulls, and how
hes  incorporating  artifical
insamination into his breeding
program (episode 18).

One of our most popular
episodes was with Bomber
Maoxham, who shared storiesfrom

his 89 years on *“Mullengudgery”,



GRAZINGMANAGEMENTIN
RIPARIAN AREAS

By Bree Agar | Team Leader Land Services

Grazingcanhavearolein repairing
a riparian area, but this must be
strategic with the aim of long
recoveryperiodsleaving sufficient
ground cover, especially during
the summer storm period.

Grazing also has a role in
reducing excessive dry matter
build up to reduce fire intensity.

some of the main principles
that define strategic grazing are:
1. Grazing periods aredeterminad
by specific goals. For example, in
riparian areas, the aim is to graze
annual weed species during a
growth period{autumn-spring)to
assistintheregenerationof native
species.
2.When it comes to grazing
intensity, wuse high density
grazing - short term grazing (one
to seven days) with high stock
numbers (+100D5E/ha) toquickly
utilise or trample dry matter.
3. Aim to maintain 100% ground
cover at all times and promote a
higher density of ground cover
prior to summer to intercept high
intensity summer and autumn
rains.

It is extremely important that
over the summer-autumn (storm
period) 100% ground cowver is laft

at least 20m either side of water
courses to filker storm runoff and
prevent animal faeces, eroded
soil and organic residues from
entering the stream.

The following are ways that
you can reduce the impact that
your grazing activities have on
riparian vegetation:
= Contral stock access to riparian
zones by fencing offthe area. This
should be at least 25m from the
top of the bank
« Provide altemate sources of
water (ifrequired) sothat stockdo
not nead to access waterways
« Strategically graze the riparian
arca to reduce annual weed
burdens, improve ground cover
and encourage regeneration of
native vegetation
= Maintain 100% ground cover on
riparian areas as buffer strips and
high levels of ground coveracross
the remainder of the propearty

For more tips on managing
riparian areas, please contact
Senior Land Services Officer NEM
DominicNowlan on 0409915 695
or emall dominic.nowlan@lls.nsw.
gov.au and ask for a copy of the
Stock and Waterways guide.

ENDANGERED PEA POPULATION
BEING PROPAGATED

A collection of endangered plant seeds from the region is currently being
propagatedinCanberra ready to be returnedfor plantingas part of Central
Woaost Local Land Services Progressing the Small Purple-pea project.

Natural Resource Management Officers from CentralWest LLS travelled
to Canberra recantly to visit the Australian National Botanic Gardens and
Mational Seed Bankwhere the Small Purple-pea (Swainsonarecta) is baing
propagated and grown for translocation purposes.




Watch out
for Virulent
footrot

irulentfootrot isanotifiable
V disease under the MNSW

biosecurity ACT 2015.
Anyone who suspects virulent
footrot has the requirement to
notify an authorised officer (LLS
Vets and Biosecurity staff) within
one working day of suspicion of
virulent footrot in sheep or goats.

Footrot is caused by a bacteria,
Dichlobacter nodosus.  Under
the right conditions the bacteria
proliferatesintheinterdigitalspace
and produces enzymes which
breakdown the soft part of the
hoof causing under-running.

Any lame sheep should be
caught, and feet inspected.
Checking especially for moisture,
hairloss,and maceration betwean
the toes and under-running of the
soft sole beginning from the inner
edge of the hoof.

Thediagnosisofvirulentfootrot
is made by assessing the level of
advanced under-running in the
foet of 100 sheop in relation to
currenterwvironmental conditions.
In the late 1980 the NSW sheep
industryendorsedtheMSWFRootrot
StrategicPlanwhichwasdevelopad
to keap the percentage of infectad
farms in NSW under 1%.Under this
program an eradication program
miust be undertakenwhan virulant
footrot is diagnosed.

Best practice at lamb marking

By Nik Cronin | District Vet

Marking and mulesing are
important husbandry practices
still largely considered essential
to protect the lifetime welfare of
Australian sheep. They are also
painful surgical proceduras. Whila
industry works to develop new
and practical alternatives, sheep
producers have a responsibility to
bath their animals and industry
to do their best with technologies
currently available to minimise
the negative welfare impacts
associated with undertaking
these procedures. At current stock
prices this seems like a more than
reasonable investrmant.

With three new additional pain
reliefproductsavailableforuse now
is an excellent time for producers
to consider implementing an
improved pain relief stratogy at
marking and mulesing.

Numnuts is a specialised
dispenser tool that gives a dose of
short acting local anaesthetic at
thesame time that aringisapplied
when tail docking or castrating

[

sheep using rings. It will provide
immediate pain relief for a short
period after administration. The
dispenser itsalf can be purchased
online or from certain regional
stockists, but the injectable local
anaesthetic product, Humocaine,
i5 a scheduled 54 drug and is
purchased from a vet clinic.

Two othar new products are
systemic anti-inflammatories; they
work to reduce overall pain and
inflammation around the body.
Thay take a bit longer to work aftar
administration, approximately 10-
15 minutes, but will provide pain
relief for a much longer period, up
to 24 hours or more. Metacam 20
is an injectable product, and Hium
Buccalgesic OTM is a gel which is
applied into the mouthin the cheak
pouch area. As they arain the same
group’theycannotbeusedtogether,
and are also scheduled 54 drugs so
are purchased from a vet clinic.

Trisolfen is still available and
i5 not replaced by these new
products.

CONTACT OUR DISTRICT VETS 1300 795 299




WhatToDoWithMiceDamagedHay

By Tim Bartmote | Semor Land Sernices Officer - Cropoing

Micacontinuetobeasignificantissue
throughout much of the Central West

reqion. Impacting crops, running
amuck in sheds and machinery as

well as damaging hay stores.

As we head into another
good season for haymaking it is
important to assess the condition
of current on-farm hay storages to
decide on whether infested hay
should bekeptordisposedof.ifthe
decision is to dispose of hay, how
then do we go about doing thisin
an effective but safe manner?

Monitoring 5  key when
identifying the impact of mice on
hay bales. Baar in mind that PPE
is essential when getting close to
potentially contaminated bales.
Implement good hygiene as well
as the use of masks and gloves to
reduce the risk of contracting an
illness. Compromised bales also
pose a hazard because they can
collapseonmachineryorpersonneal.

Mice contaminated hay can
b= managed through burning,
burying or spreading.

Burning contaminated hay
bales, inanisolated and open area,
can be a cost-effective means of
disposal. This practice requires
rinimal inputs but can be quite

timaconsumingifdealingwithlarge
quantitiesofhayandconditionsare
not conducive. If employing this
practice, be sure to comply withall
MSW RFS requirameants and ensura
all mice carcasses are dealtwith by
making certain the entire pile of
hay is consumed. As with any type
afburning,implementappropriate
strategies tomitigate the spread of
the fire: the spread of ash will also

sottling and tha breakdown of the
contaminated hay. Unlike other
pits, these will not require lining
butwillstill require the accessto be
restricted to the site by livestack.

Spreading hay back onto
paddocks with rakes cam put
nutrients, bound in the organic
matter, back into the soil through
decomposition. This will take
significant time to occur but

Mice contaminated hay can be managed through
burning, burying or spreading. Each of these
methods have their benefits and drawbacks.

need to be considerad.

Burying contaminated hay
in carefully considered sites will
quickly and effectively deal with
theissue. However, the expense of
this practice should be examined
and the availability of excavating
equipment. Pit locations should
avoid sites prone to accumulate
water or near water ways. Pits
need to be deep enough to
apply a minimum of a foot of soil
betwean the additive heightof the
bales and the original soil surfaca.
Excess soil must then be placed
on top to compensate for future
sinking of the pit. Due to the soil

may provide some benefit out of
hay, which is otherwise unfit for
consumption by livestock.

Access by livestock will nead to
berestricted, as potential forillnassis
still possible if the hay is consumed.
Depending on bale size, smaller
sections may nead to be distributed
across the paddock first before
attempting to use a rake behind a
tractorThis practicewouldlike lyonly
be possible on country that is being
fallowed. A potential consequence
of this practice is the impact of an
unevenspreadofhay leadingtopoor
germination of plants in locations
where hay has accumulated.
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MouseManagement-T

importance of monitori

Whila mice are generallyless active
over winter, now is a good time to
start thinking ahead and planning
how you can protect your crops
before harvest.

With mouse numbers likely to
increase as we move into spring,
thefirststepinanyeffectivecontrol
program is to detect early whean
populations are increasing in your
paddocks.

You can start this monitoring
process now, and the casiest ways
to do so is by carrying out active
burrow counts and using mouse
chaw cards.

To find out more about these
techniques, visit httpsyfwwwlls.
nsw.gov.almica’mice-monitoring

Zinc phosphide rebates for
mousa control now available
withapplications now open forthe
MNSW Government'sZincPhosphide
{ZnP) Rebate program.

Eligibla primary producers can

apply for a rebate of 50% for the
purchase of the critical mouse
control chemical zinc phosphidea,
up to $10,000, to provide financial
and cash flow ralief.

Approved applicants can
claim for zinc phosphide bought
between 1 January 2021 and 17
December 2021 to eradicate mice
during the 2021 mouse plague.

Applications can be made
onlineviathe NSW Rural Assistance
Authority (RAA) and are opan until
17 December 2021. All invoices
must be submitted to the RAA by
2B Jlanuary 2022,

If you're not sure whether you
qualifyunderthefinancialhardship
criteria, please apply online to the
RAA so thoy can assess you and
provide advica.

Formoreinformation aboutthe
rebateguidelines,eligibilitycriteria
and details on how to apply, visit
WIWW.IEANSW.OoV.AU .

NLPZ2 Qutcome &
Adapt Project

12 MONTH STATS

8 resource videos

4 trials at 12 differant sites

HAVE YOU SIGNED UP FOR OUR NEWSLETTER?

Each month receive the latest news information and interviews!
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