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Philip Spark 
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ABN No. 

Submission Re; Draft Private Native Forestry Code (PNF) 

Dear reader 

I am concerned about the environmental impact of the PNF Code, in particular the impact to 
hollow dependent threatened and common species of wildlife. From my observations wherever 
PNF is applied there is decline of tree hollow habitats which is critical habitat for over 300 native 
animals. 

To explain my concerns I would like to share my observations from working as an ecologist in 
the North West Slopes, Tablelands, and the eastern fall forests since 1996. I am very concerned 
about the loss of wildlife that has occurred over the last 12 months due to the unprecedented hot 
and dry weather and the resulting bushfires. That impact has been magnified by the immature 
structure of most forests due to past logging and clearing practices. 

Climate change has caused unprecedented death of trees, shrubs, aquatic plants and animals, and 
dehydration and starvation of animals. Vast areas of woodlands and open forests have died from 
drought, and fires have ravaged an estimated 18.6 million hectares (46 million acres or 186, 000 
square kilometres) of forests that are the core refuges for flora and fauna conservation. An 
estimated one billion animals have been killed. 

Since the fires I have worked for National Parks and Wildlife Service conducting post fire 
surveys in burnt National Parks on the northern tablelands and eastern fall forests. What I am 
seeing is a huge loss of habitats everywhere I go. Populations of species that are dependent on 
big hollow trees and logs have declined to record new lows, and what is most concerning is that 
they have no hope of recovering to pre fire populations for a very long time, if ever, if forests 
continue to lose those critical habitats. 

For those reasons I believe we are entering a new era for the management of natural resources, 
an era where business as usual is not an option, as any activity that results in long-term 
destruction of habitat will escalate the already uncontrollable decline of wildlife due to climate 
change. 

All our activities that cause destruction of habitat will have to cease to give wildlife a chance of 
surviving the onslaught of climate change and the increasing impacts from weeds and feral 
animals. All land management practices must enhance wildlife habitat over time. 

Remnants in private property often have higher conservation values than those in National Parks 
because they contain vegetation communities and wildlife species and habitats that are poorly 
conserved in National Parks and Nature Reserves. 



     
    

    
  

   
       

      
   

       
    

  

        
   

     
        

  

        
     

         
         

 

     
      

         
       
  

       
        

  

     
   

       
 

Native forest logging and land clearing both cause immediate and long term loss of habitat. 
Native forest logging perpetuates immature structure in production forests that severely limits 
populations of hollow dependent birds, bats, reptiles, frogs, and arboreal mammals. Scientists 
have stated that over 300 native animals are dependent on the tree hollow habitats. 

Land clearing has increased dramatically since the new Land Management Codes replaced the old 
Native Vegetation Conservation Act. Using the new codes farmers are clearing remnants of 
immature trees for grazing, clearing forests and woodlands for pasture improvement, and in 
many cases clearing native vegetation to completely changing land use to cropping. As a result 
regional landscapes that are already over cleared are becoming increasingly over cleared, and the 
fragments of bushland that support wildlife are decreasing in size and in diversity and abundance 
of habitat for wildlife. 

The same decline of habitat area and habitat complexity is happening where PNF is being 
conducted, further degrading already degraded and immature open forests. Such PNF operations 
do not fit the definition of ecologically sustainable development. Continued logging perpetuates 
the loss of big hollow trees and prevents regeneration of those trees that provide critical habitat 
for many threatened and common species of animals. 

The theory of conservation biology predicts that there is already insufficient area of habitat to 
conserve native flora and fauna. Scientists tell us that extinction debt will lead to more species 
declines and extinctions due to past loss of habitat caused by clearing and logging. Add the 
impacts of exotic plants and animals and climate change into the equation and we have a very 
dire situation for the future of wildlife conservation. 

Never before has the outlook for wildlife conservation across all tenures been so dire. Habitat 
loss is occurring in agricultural, forestry and conservation reserves across the entire region in 
which I work. If this loss continues we will have no hope of conserving the flora and fauna of 
Australia in the long term. To have a chance requires that we protect and enhance all the 
remnants. 

I ask you to apply cutting edge science and think about the big picture need to increase habitat 
area, diversity and abundance across the region. If PNF cannot be conducted without causing 
long term habitat loss it should not be conducted at all. 

It is time to adjust our management of natural resources to fit with the scenario that all flora and 
fauna are set to decline, and with increasing extreme weather events that decline will accelerate. 

Below are photos that illustrate the impacts of logging, clearing, fire and climate change that are 
causing the decline of wildlife habitats right now. 

Yours sincerely 
Philip Spark 



        
      

 

 
  

Below is an example of the legal destruction of forests being carried out now in a large regional 
remnant near Niangala, it has been logged and is now being cleared using the new Code for 
pasture improvement. 

Below is an example of production forest burnt by a hot fire in January 2020. That fire burnt out 
the last remaining big hollow trees retained during the initial logging cycles 



  
 

 
 

January 2020 fires causing habitat loss in PNF production forests at Hanging Rock, shows three 
of the hollow trees alight that were destroyed 

Drought affected forests at Hanging rock have had a serious impact on wildlife; predictions are 
for more severe hot and dry extremes in the near future. 




