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Planning is important. It gives us a clear perspective on what to do, what time needs to be
invested, and when you need to be at home.
For each new season, it is vital to check changes and address issues to maintain your property.
Although there is uncertainty, many future outcomes are a function of today’s decisions.
No matter how your property identifies, be it a large, small, commercial, hobby, or weekender,
all landholders have legal, ethical, and social responsibilities when managing land.
This perpetual land activity calendar provides a handy, monthly reference of general
considerations and responsibilities landholders need to be aware of to care for and maintain
their land, infrastructure, and animals. It will give you a starting point for monthly or seasonal
activities associated with managing livestock, crops, pasture, growing fresh vegetables,
planting native vegetation, managing infrastructure, pests and weeds.
This calendar aims to show and inform landowners, mangers or leaseholders that managing
land comes with ongoing tasks and responsibilities. There is a lot to know about rural living,
but there is also plenty of help at hand. Local Land Services is here to help connect you with
the right information and advice on a wide range of topics to help you manage your property.

Contact your local office on:

1300 795 299
Follow us on 
Check out our 

Sign up to our mailing list:
www.tinyurl.com/NCLLS-mailinglist
Subscribe to Blockies Bootcamp
our small landholder e-newsletter
www.tinyurl.com/EBC-blockies

LOCAL NETWORKS
LANDCARE

Landcare on the North Coast is a community-based approach to
managing and protecting our natural resources – creating more
productive and sustainable farms, conserving our environment,
and building more cohesive and resilient communities.
Find a Landcare group near you: www.landcare.nsw.gov.au

HANDY APPS

DPI Drought
and Supplementary
Feed Calculator
Floods near me

YOUNG FARMERS CONNECT

A national not for profit network for new, young and aspiring farmers
that encourages and supports the use of regenerative, holistic and
sustainable agricultural practices. They provide educational platforms,
resources and community connections: www.youngfarmersconnect.

My Dung
Beetle Reporter

NSW WeedWise

HANDY INFORMATION
ABORIGINAL HERITAGE
If you think you may have sites or objects
of Aboriginal cultural importance on
your property, get information from the
Department of Planning, Industry, and
Environment: www.heritage.nsw.gov.au
CATTLE HUSBANDRY CALENDAR
This calendar assumes a July calving
system. Should you have a fixed calving
period in another month, download the
‘North Coast Cattle Health and Husbandry
Calendar for Fixed Calving Systems’ to
generate a husbandry calendar suitable for
your calving cycle:
www.tinyurl.com/cattle-calendars

WILDLIFE RESCUE
If you find a sick, injured, or orphaned
native animal, contact WIRES on
1300 094 737 or fill out an online rescue
form from: www.wires.org.au
FENCING
For information on requirements
for constructing fences visit:
www.planningportal.nsw.gov.au
Find information on fence building,
including the publication ‘Fencing’ at:
www.tocal.nsw.edu.au/publications
Tips on wildlife-friendly fencing vist:
www.wildlifefriendlyfencing.com

Feral scan

Sprayrite

Fires near me

JANUARY

LIVESTOCK

All livestock
Wet conditions can lead to health concerns in livestock, including an increased risk of footrot, foot abscess and liver fluke.
Adopt management practices now to prevent muddy conditions in paddocks, yards and laneways and restrict access to
swampy or poorly drained soils. Periods of heavy summer rain also bring a rise in biting insects known to cause viral diseases
such as three–day sickness (bovine ephemeral fever).
It is important to get to know livestock diseases and be able to seek treatment where necessary.
Some diseases, such as footrot, are notifiable. For more information, visit: www.tinyurl.com/DPI-notifiable-diseases
Cattle
Monitor buffalo fly numbers. If numbers exceed 200 per animal, consider treatment. Options include ear tags, back rubbers,
topline treatments, sprays and fly traps. Be aware of buffalo fly chemical resistance patterns in your region.
Sheep
Sheep owners and producers need to be on the lookout for signs of Barbers pole worm, fleece root, lumpy wool and foot abscess.
Horse
If your horse didn’t get a dental check-up last year, organise one now.

CROPS AND
PASTURES

It is vital that you allow ground cover levels to rebuild over the next few months to minimise the risk of erosion occurring on your
property. After rain, paddocks with good ground cover will respond with increased pasture growth compared to those paddocks
with less ground cover.
Develop a fertiliser application plan and nutrient budget for individual paddocks based on soil test results (less than 2yrs old).
Discuss with your agriculture advisor or commercial agronomist the best time for soil testing, sowing and fertiliser applications.

FRESH
PRODUCE
RURAL
PROPERTY
OWNERSHIP

You may decide that January to February is too challenging to try and grow vegetable crops and that preparing to rest your soil
with cover crops is a better practice. Summer garden cover crops include; cowpea, mung beans, sunflowers and buckwheat.
Warm months are good times to be collecting weed materials, leaf trash and other organics to make annual compost piles.
Fire
Firebreaks should already be installed, and you should have cleaned up around your buildings. It is also important to notify your
local fire brigade and neighbours if you are away from your property during the hotter summer months. Provide them with contact
numbers and details of your absence.
If you do not know the number for your local fire brigade, phone your local Fire Control Centre.
For your local Fire Control Centre details, visit: www.tinyurl.com/RFS-FCC
Being fire ready is everyone’s responsibility.
Planting
If you plan to establish a private plantation or regenerate sites this season, start your site preparations now.
If using herbicide, ensure spraying is done 3–6 weeks before planting.

PESTS

Animals
Cane toads are considered a serious non-native invasive pest. Correct identification of cane toads is critical, as nine native frogs
are often mistaken for cane toads. Ensure you know the difference between cane toads and our native frogs.
To learn the differences, visit: www.tinyurl.com/DPI-canetoads
Insects
Get to know your invasive tramp ant species.
Tramp ants are a diverse group of invasive ant species which have become established widely across the globe. They enter
Australia through many transport pathways, and once here can affect agricultural enterprises, ecosystems, social and cultural
values, as well as human health. Always keep an eye out for tramp ants! For more information, visit: www.tinyurl.com/tramp-ant
Report any sightings to the Exotic Plant Pest Hotline on 1800 084 881.

WEEDS

Biological control (biocontrol) involves introducing natural enemies (insects, mites, and pathogens) of a weed that will reduce the
density of the weed to an acceptable level. It is an economical, self-sustaining, and environmentally friendly management technique.
For more information on biocontrol’s, contact your local Council Weed Officer – www.tinyurl.com/NC-weedofficers

SUMMER

FEBRUARY

LIVESTOCK

All Livestock
If you have stock grazing, monitor the quantity and quality of pasture. Consistent monitoring will help you decide if the
pastures are too lush, which brings the risk of bloat and grass tetany (hypomagnesemia) or allow you to determine how
much supplementary feed is needed.
Cattle
Check for cattle tick. Spray for buffalo fly if not tagged or top-up back rubbers.
Sheep
Warm, moist conditions favour the breeding of the Australian sheep blowfly Lucilia cuprina.
Wet wool predisposes sheep to flystrike.
Horse
Most horse movements within NSW are required to have a Transported Stock Statement (TSS) completed before commencing
the journey. For more information on moving horses within NSW and to find out when a TSS is required, visit:
www.tinyurl.com/transporting-horse.

CROPS AND
PASTURES

It is essential to monitor ground cover. If it falls below 50% coverage, there is an increased risk of soil erosion. To reduce the risk
of erosion on your property, leave 80% pasture cover on paddocks to protect against wind and water erosion. Move stock out of
paddocks that have eroded areas to prevent the problem from getting worse. For more information, visit:
www.tinyurl.com/pasture-establishment.
Sow perennial tropical pastures such as Kikuyu, Setaria, Rhodes grass and panics through until late March.

FRESH
PRODUCE

The end of summer can be a period of abundance if you have planted early crops. It is also a period of high pest and disease
pressure. Manage powdery mildew on cucurbits by removing leaves or spray and avoid overwatering.
February is often the earliest you can prepare for early cool-season successions of Brassica such as broccoli, cauliflower,
cabbages etc. However, you can still sow seeds of quick-growing warm season varieties such as tomatoes, cucumbers, zucchini
and squash.
Begin preparing the ground for winter crops – clear areas of weeds, dig over if required, incorporate composted organic matter
and organic fertilisers.

RURAL
PROPERTY
OWNERSHIP

Planting
If you are regenerating areas on your land, late February to late April is ideal for planting. Also, be on the lookout for germinating
rainforest species. Manually removing weeds around these is usually needed to protect and promote growth.
Water
Clean out and maintain soil conservation works, including banks and drains, to prepare for catching and directing summer rains.
By monitoring your drains regularly, you can identify potential erosion areas and remove any build-up of debris.

PESTS

Animals
As the world becomes more connected, invasive species are spreading further. Released or escaped animals can find their way into
our paddocks, streams and bushland.
You must report any sightings of an unusual non-native animal (either in the bush or kept as pets illegally).
Report to 1800 680 244.
Insects
Queensland fruit fly (QFF) is a serious pest for both home gardeners and commercial growers. QFF attacks a wide range of fruits
and fruiting vegetables. For control techniques, visit: www.tinyurl.com/DPI-QFF
In SUMMER, fruits of high risk to QFF are stonefruits such as cherries, apricots, peaches, nectarines and plums. High-risk
vegetables are tomatoes, capsicums and chillies.
Fall Armyworm can be a problem at this time of year in pastures, so keep an eye out and control if necessary.

WEEDS

Monitor for new weeds and develop a control plan. If starting on your first plan or have new weeds establishing on your property,
call your local council weeds officer, local agricultural advisor or commercial agronomist for advice. For best results, control plants
when they are young and before flowering.
Time to control weeds or check and re-treat previously treated areas.

SUMMER

Fruit fly

MARCH

LIVESTOCK

All Livestock
Perform a worm check of all animals and manage if required.
Test and treat for liver fluke if you are in a liver fluke area. For more information, visit: www.tinyurl.com/liver-fluke-disease
Cattle
Check for cattle tick. Spray for buffalo fly if not tagged or top-up back-rubbers.
Sheep
Conduct a worm egg count of sheep not drenched in early summer to see if your stock needs drenching.
Rams and ewes only need to be joined for 5–6 weeks in late summer–autumn. Remove rams after this period.
Horse
Inspect shod horses at least every six weeks for replacement or adjustment of shoes.
Unshod horses should have their hooves trimmed, if necessary, every eight weeks.
Bees
Interested in keeping honey bees (Apis mellifera)? Don’t get stung – Bee registered. Newly registered beekeepers will receive
information about responsible beekeeping and bee biosecurity. For registration and more information,
visit: www.tinyurl.com/bee-registered

CROPS AND
PASTURES

With pastures becoming less available, livestock will be at greater risk of eating poisonous plants. Many garden and native plants
are toxic to livestock. Prevent livestock from reaching over or getting through fences to lush green plants.
Late March and April is the time to sow annual winter forage crops into your existing perennial pastures.
If you are sowing new pastures or crops, ensure that you have good weed and insect control before you plant.
Bale any surplus pasture and sow winter feed, e.g. ryegrass or oats.

FRESH
PRODUCE

Get your garlic beds prepared, add composted manures and plant a cover crop of mustard to prevent nematode.
Be prepared and order your seed potatoes for planting in April–May. Make sure you source certified virus-free seed potatoes.
Potatoes like fertile, deeply dug, moist soil. They will need 60–90 days frost-free to be successfully harvested.
Lettuce thrives over the autumn and winter months and will suffer from fewer pests. Sow a few different varieties each month along
with other salad greens such as baby leaf spinach, mustard and Asian greens.
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Planting
If regenerating areas, mulch around existing trees to increase moisture left in the soil over summer and decrease weed competition.
For many rainforest plantings, mulching is considered essential for plant establishment. Remember to leave a gap around the trunk
to prevent disease and rot.
Flood
If you live in a flood-prone area, make sure you have a flood plan. Our Farm Flood Readiness kit can help you prepare for the next
event. For more information, visit: www.tinyurl.com/EBC-Flood

PESTS

Animals
Mating season for dogs is starting, and you may begin to hear more howling. If you hear howling, see wild dogs or evidence of
tracks and scats, act now before they start to impact your livestock or wildlife.
Contact our Invasive Pest team for advice on a range of management options or for assistance to connect to your local
management group. Call 1300 795 299.
Insects
Keep an eye out for damage from Serpentine Leaf Miner. Serpentine Leaf Miner is a small fly whose larvae feed internally on
plant tissue, particularly the leaf. It affects several vegetable crops and ornamental plants, including cut flowers.
For more information, visit: www.tinyurl.com/serpentine-leafminer
Report any sightings to the Exotic Plant Pest Hotline on 1800 084 881.

WEEDS

If you have identified weeds new to your property, control them early to prevent seed set. For best results, control plants when
they are young and before flowering. If appropriate, manually remove weeds.
For early detection, become familiar with weed seedlings such as Groundsel bush, Tropical Soda Apple and Bitou bush.

Autumn
Planting Guide

AUTUMN

Vegetables
Asian greens, beets, broad beans, cabbage,
cauliflower, celery, celeriac, chard, chicory, Chinese
cabbage, collard, endive, kale, kohl-rabi, lettuces,
mustard, mizuna, peas, rocket, silverbeet.
Herbs / Flowers
Borage, chervil, coriander, dill, fennel, parsley,
perilla, sorrel, alyssum, bulbs, calendula, candytuft,
carnation, cosmos, dianthus, forget-me-not, marigold,
gypsophila, larkspur, linaria, daisy, lobelia, lupin, pansy,
snapdragon, statice, stock, strawflower, sweet pea,
verbena, viola, wallflower.

APRIL

LIVESTOCK

All Livestock
All livestock owners, including those with pet livestock, need to be registered and have a Property Identification Code (PIC).
By having a PIC on your property, you’re helping when livestock tracing is needed to assist with disease and chemical residue
management. For more information, visit: www.tinyurl.com/apply-for-a-PIC
Cattle
Cattle born on your property need a white NLIS tag before their sale, as well as a Travelling Stock Statement (TSS) or National
Vendor Declaration (NVD). Remove buffalo fly tags.
Sheep
Lactating ewes – for at least the first 5 weeks – have higher nutritional needs (approximately 2.5 times their nutritional needs when
non-pregnant and non-lactating). Watch out for signs of mastitis: lameness, reddened or purplish udder, reluctance to let lamb feed,
milk clotted, watery or blood-stained.
Goats
Interested in owning goats? Meat & Livestock Australia (MLA) have resources and tools that give information on setting up your
property, goat owner obligations, and how to manage a herd, which includes husbandry information.
For more information, visit: www.tinyurl.com/going-into-goats

CROPS AND
PASTURES

FRESH
PRODUCE

RURAL
PROPERTY
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If you have acid soils and are looking to maintain, establish or renovate pasture, add lime now. This allows the lime to break down,
neutralising acid in the soil for sowing.
If you have sown an annual forage species to fill the winter feed gap, graze perennial pastures quite hard, particularly sub-tropical
species like Kikuyu and Rhodes grass. This will reduce competition at the break of the season, allowing germination
and establishment of your annual pasture varieties.
April is a good time to start successions of root vegetables such as carrots and beets and will also be tolerable to lettuce, early
season snow peas and Brassica seedlings. Try interplanting with beneficial coriander and dill to help with pest management.
April is the best time of year to plant garlic cloves. An easy reminder is to plant garlic at Easter. Soak the bulbs for less than
12 hours in seaweed solution before planting to help root development. Harvest in about 8 months when the tops have dried but
not completely died off. Hang the whole plant in bunches, or spread on racks, and allow to dry undercover for 2 to 3 weeks to cure.
Early citrus varieties will begin to be ready for harvest.
Wildlife
Buying a rural property can mean living with native animals. Understanding the behaviour and needs of native animals in your area
is one of the best ways to appreciate them and avoid conflict. For information about living with native animals, including protecting
and creating habitat visit: www.tinyurl.com/living-with-native-animals
Infrastructure
If you are replacing an existing fence, this is a great opportunity to realign or redesign. If changing a fence,
make sure you check to see if you need planning approvals. For more information on requirements for constructing fences,
visit: www.planningportal.nsw.gov.au

PESTS

Animals
Red and fallow deer enter the mating season and will be more visible when seeking out a mate. If you see a deer or signs of a deer,
report your sighting now. Reporting is essential so that population movement is known for future regional management plans.
Report using the Feral Scan app or calling our Invasive Pest team on 1300 795 299.
Insects
Fruit spotting bugs (FSB) are native to Australia. FSB feed on the fruit, flowers and very young shoots of fruiting plants. Avocados
are a common target, but many horticultural crops and garden plants attract FSB.
They are a serious pest that sting the fruit at all stages from fruit set until picking. Fruit with old damage is twice as likely to be fed
on again by the bugs. You can use these hotspot areas to help identify when the bugs are active.
For control techniques, visit: www.tinyurl.com/fruitspotting-bugs

WEEDS

All weed control will require several years of repeated effort to reduce the seed bank, and several control methods can be required.
Relying on one chemical group can result in a build-up of herbicide resistance, which should be avoided. Rotate suitable herbicides
to control weeds.
Time to control weeds or check and re-treat previously treated areas.

AUTUMN

MAY

LIVESTOCK

All livestock
Are your paddocks free from rubbish, including household rubbish, building rubble, old machinery and drums?
Animals will sometimes eat rubbish either by accident or actively seek it out due to nutrient deficiency. If you have rubbish in your
paddocks, fence it off or remove it to a secure location. Monitor animals, and if you notice unusual behaviour, seek advice from
your vet and read how to prevent lead poisoning in livestock. For more information, visit: www.tinyurl.com/LLS-lead-risk
Cattle
Consider joining heifers 1 month before cows to allow for longer post-partum anoestrus.
Heifers become cows after having a calf.
Horse
Most incidences of Hendra virus occur between May and August. Do not place feed and water under trees or leave food out to
attract flying foxes (such as apples, carrots or molasses). Remove horses from paddocks with fruiting or flowering trees, or erect
a fence to keep horses from grazing under the trees. For more actions and information on the Hendra virus, visit:
www.tinyurl.com/DPI-hendra-virus

CROPS AND
PASTURES
FRESH
PRODUCE

Keep an eye on newly germinating pastures and crops and be prepared to control insects (like Red Legged Earth Mite (RLEM),
or they can destroy your tiny new seedlings.
Undertake weed control in pastures using grazing management, selective herbicides or a combination of both.
Harvest storage crops such as pumpkin and sweet potato. Leave your pumpkin with a stem to help them store for longer.
April to May is the time to plant strawberry runners. If you have access to existing strawberry crowns, you can propagate
by dividing the plant base or from runners. Feed plants at the beginning of spring.
Sow your broad beans once the weather cools in Autumn. These beans thrive in cool weather, so don’t plant them too late,
or they won’t have time to produce well before the weather gets too warm in late spring and early summer.

RURAL
PROPERTY
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PESTS

Fire
If you plan to burn off this season, advise your neighbours of possible smoke hazards.
Chemicals
Landholders wanting to learn more about the chemicals that are registered for use in Australia, visit the Australian Pesticides
and Veterinary Medicines Authority – www.apvma.gov.au
Animals
Have you noticed wild rabbits eating out your veggie patch, grazing your regeneration sites or destroying your pastures?
If you see rabbits, control them before they breed like rabbits.
For advice on control options, call our Invasive Pest team on 1300 795 299.

PESTS

Insects
Citrus growers need to continue to be vigilant in their control practices for Queensland fruit fly in autumn.
Pick up any fallen fruit, monitor and check traps weekly and spray high-risk fruit if appropriate. Always follow label instructions.
For control techniques, visit: www.tinyurl.com/DPI-QFF
In autumn, fruits of high risk to QFF are pome fruit such as apples, pears, quinces, early citruses such as mandarins,
pomegranates and ornamental fruiting plants like feijoa (pineapple guava).

WEEDS

Weeds come in many shapes and sizes, not all of them obvious. Some pretty garden plants can turn rogue and become bushland
monsters! To find out whether restrictions apply to the plants you buy or sell, go to NSW WeedWise.
If you are looking for ideas for more environmentally-friendly plants to grow in your garden, you could visit a native plant nursery,
consult the Grow Me Instead plant lists or your local council garden growing guides for great native and non-native plant alternatives.

AUTUMN

JUNE

LIVESTOCK

All livestock
Make sure that your livestock are getting enough feed – especially pregnant animals. Assess pasture levels now.
Check with your local vet or agriculture advisers if you think there is a problem with trace element deficiencies in your livestock.
www.lls.nsw.gov.au/help-and-advice/livestock-health-and-production
Cattle
If planning on buying a bull or replacement bull, start researching new bulls and organising a Bull Breeding Soundness Evaluation
(BBSE). If you have cows, it’s time for booster vaccinations (7 in 1, pestivirus, botulism).
Horse
If your horse hasn’t received any footcare in the past 2 months, organise some now.
Pigs
Are you feeding your pig the right diet? There are seven basic rules to make sure you are feeding your pig right.
For more information, visit: www.tinyurl.com/pig-diet-rules

CROPS AND
PASTURES

Pasture growth rates will decline as temperatures decrease, and it may be necessary to move stock from paddocks with low levels
of ‘food on offer’ (FOO) to protect these paddocks from overgrazing and ensure good growth rates in spring. In some cases,
supplementary feeding may be required.
Through June, sowing of oats for hay production can still be undertaken. Matching varieties to the season length you have
remaining for your area ensures that hay cutting occurs at the right stage of the plants’ development. Allowing for the best quality
and quantity of hay.

FRESH
PRODUCE

May to June is typically peak custard apple harvesting season. Prune the trees once the final fruit has been harvested.
Tree netting can protect fruits from wildlife. If using netting, make sure it is wildlife-friendly.
For more information, visit: www.tinyurl.com/wildlife-friendly-netting
June is also typically the peak of pecan nut harvesting, and depending on the variety, it is also avocado harvest season.

RURAL
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PESTS

Safety
Awareness of inherent risks on rural properties is vital to the lives of every family member, employee and contractor,
no matter the age, no matter the gender. To learn more, visit: www.tinyurl.com/farm-safety-guide and www.farmsafe.org.au
Animals
With limited feed available on the landscape, winter is an excellent time to focus on feral pig management.
Feral pigs carry disease and can cause costly damage or destroy pastures, waterways and sensitive natural habitats.
Pig control needs to be carried out in a staged manner, starting with identifying areas frequented by pigs and devising a control plan.
Contact the Invasive Pest Team who can provide management control options on 1300 795 299.

PESTS

Insects
Get proactive in pest and disease control now! Winter is an ideal time to break the life cycle of a range of common pests and
diseases, which are lying in wait on deciduous plant stems during winter, ready to infect new spring foliage and flower buds.
Talk to your local produce agency for appropriate control options.
Want to use an organic method of insect control in your backyard or farm environment? Guinea fowls are proving to be an
effective way of controlling insects. Guinea fowl will happily indulge in a feast of grasshoppers, ants, worms, spiders;
even ticks are on the menu.

WEEDS

There are seven common techniques for controlling weeds include cut and paint, cut scrape and paint, scrape and paint, drill and
fill, foliar spray, crowning out and physical removal. Read the Weeds of the North Coast of NSW: a guide for identification and
control for more information on control techniques and our regions priority weeds: www.tinyurl.com/north-coast-weed-guide
Time to control weeds or check and re-treat previously treated areas.

Winter
Planting Guide
Vegetables
Asparagus, broad beans, beetroots, broad beans,
broccoli, cabbages, carrots, Chinese cabbages, cress,
endive, kale, kohlrabi, lettuces, mustard, spring onions,
parsnips, peas, potatoes, radishes, rhubarb crowns,
shallots, silverbeet, spinach.

WINTER

Herbs / Flowers
Ageratum, alyssum, amaranthus, Aurora daisy, aster,
begonia, boronia, calendula, chamomile, California
poppy, candytuft, carnation, celosia, chrysanthemum,
coleus, coreopsis, cosmos, dahlia (seed), dianthus,
everlasting daisy, fennel, gaillardia, gazania, geranium
(seed), gerbera, nasturtium, petunia, phlox, portulaca,
rudbeckia, salvia, snapdragon, statice, strawflower,
Swan River daisy, verbena, viscaria, waratah, zinnia.

JULY

LIVESTOCK

All livestock
If you have livestock with young at the heel, protect them from wild dog attacks. Contact our Invasive pest team for advice about
managing wild dogs in your area.
Cattle
If you have animals ready to calve, monitor daily for issues, check for ticks and be aware of metabolic problems such as Downer
cow syndrome (milk fever), pregnancy toxaemia or ketosis. If you have lactating cows, be on the lookout for grass tetany, especially
when pasture is short or if you live in areas that experience hard frosts.
Monitor first-calves, consider drenching this group and feed well.
Horse
If you have a horse aged between 2–5 years and haven’t had their teeth checked this year, book a dental visit now.
Pigs
Did you know there are no true breeds of miniature pigs in Australia? If thinking of buying a pig as a pet, do your homework.
Visit: www.tinyurl.com/8-must-does

CROPS AND
PASTURES
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If you are planning on sowing subtropical perennial pastures in spring this year, order seed now. Perennials require good weed
and pest control, or establishment may be compromised.
If you have wet and waterlogged areas on your property where nothing much will grow, consider ordering waterlogging tolerant
perennials, like Kikuyu, or summer fodder crops, like millets. By sowing these areas in spring with tolerant species, you can take
advantage of that moisture and provide some green feed later in the season.
Avocado growers need to check soil moisture and irrigate as required as extended periods without rain will impact yield.
Prune avocado and mango trees through the cooler months to avoid sunburn on the exposed limbs.
Do significant pruning after harvesting.
The most successful approach is to remove one major limb per year, e.g. for a tree with four major limbs, no branch will ever be
older than four years. Upright varieties will need to be ‘topped’ every 2 or 3 years to keep the height down and some selective
pruning of side branches.

RURAL
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Safety
Rural properties and farms are exciting places for children, but there are many risks.
To learn about things you can do to ensure they remain safe, visit:
www.tinyurl.com/child-safety-on-farms
www.farmsafe.org.au
Water
Have you checked the quality of your water supplies lately? It is essential to monitor water supplies during the year, especially in
mid-winter and summer. Dams can become contaminated with faecal matter, debris and even chemical run-off during rain events.

PESTS

Animals
Rusa deer are entering the mating season and will be more visible when seeking out a mate. If you see a deer or signs of a deer,
report your sighting now. It is important to report to ensure population movement is known for future regional management plans.
Report using the Feral Scan app or calling our Invasive Pest team on 1300 795 299.
Insects
Keep an eye out for Silverleaf Whitefly (SLW). Whitefly adults are small (1 mm) insects usually found on the undersides of leaves
and in insect clouds when crops are disturbed. SLW mostly affects melons, pumpkins, squashes, cucumbers, tomatoes, capsicums,
eggplants, potatoes, brassicas, legumes, lettuce and cotton. It is also found on a wide range of broadleaf weeds.
For more information, visit: www.tinyurl.com/DPI-SLW

WEEDS

Now is an excellent time to plan for spring growing weeds, especially if you have priority weeds on your property. One method of
monitoring the success of your weed control is to map infested areas or take regular photographs.
To learn more about North Coast priority weeds, read “Weeds of the North Coast of NSW: a guide for identification and control” at:
www.tinyurl.com/north-coast-weed-guide

WINTER

AUGUST

LIVESTOCK

All livestock
If you have boggy areas on your property, try to restrict stock access as this can cause further damage to the soil and increase the
risk of stock getting foot problems.
If you are considering improving the genetics in your herds or flocks, now is the time to upgrade your bulls or rams.
Cattle
If planning on purchasing new bulls, do it now so there is enough time to socialise new bulls with existing bulls. Get a Bull Breeding
Soundness Evaluation (BBSE) done before purchasing. If new bulls are unvaccinated, give them a booster vaccination on purchase.
Vaccinate existing bulls (5/7 in 1, pestivirus, vibrio, 3–day, botulism).
Sheep
As it starts to warm up, flies start becoming active with warm moist conditions causing flystrike.
Worm burdens build up in spring in young sheep, causing scouring, leading to flystrike.
Horse
If you own horses, it is essential to check your pasture. Weeds like Crofton, Fireweed and Seteria are toxic to horses.

CROPS AND
PASTURES
FRESH
PRODUCE

If you plan to cut some pasture paddocks for meadow hay, now is the time to decide which paddocks you will use. Lock these
paddocks up and fertilise appropriately to ensure good production. Remember, poor quality pasture will make poor quality hay.
Now is a good time of year to assess the composition of your pastures. Assess their weed burden and make decisions on
paddocks that require some work to improve them.
Mulch fruiting trees where required to maintain soil moisture and be prepared for the dryer and hotter months.
It is practical also to apply fertiliser at this time under the mulch layer.
Keep monitoring soil moisture and irrigate as required if there are extended periods without rain.
Typically fruit trees will need some irrigation support from August through to April.
Prune citrus trees once harvest is complete and before the new buds burst. Be sure to manage gall wasp and dispose of infected
plant material.
Now is the best time for planting a citrus tree if you live in an area that experiences frost.
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Planting
It is important to monitor this year’s tree planting site for weed problems. Weeds can out-compete young trees and shrubs for light,
water and nutrients. If weeds are becoming a problem, you may need to hand weed or use careful chemical control.
Mulching around plants can also reduce competition from weeds.
Irrigation
If you will be irrigating fruit trees over the late spring to summer period, now is the ideal time to check your irrigation system and
flush the trickle lines. This will prevent delays when irrigating is essential.

PESTS

Animals
Invasive pest animals have significant impacts on our primary industries, natural ecosystems, human and animal health and are
among the main threats to biodiversity in Australia today. Talk to your neighbours about what pest animals they see and possible
cooperative programs.
Remember, your pest is everyone’s pest.
Insects
Integrated Pest Management (IPM) is used to control pests without relying on pesticides alone. With an IPM approach,
pesticides provide support for other control measures such as weed management, variety selection, crop rotations,
biological control, and protection of beneficial insects.
For more information, visit: www.tinyurl.com/AUSVEG-IPM

WEEDS

Don’t be fooled; pretty but poisonous. The three weeds to control now before they develop flowers or fruits are Green cestrum,
Lady-of-the-Night and Morning glory. For information on control methods and management strategies, contact your local
Council Weed Officer. To find your local Council Weed Officer, visit: www.tinyurl.com/NC-weedofficers
Time to control weeds or check and re-treat previously treated areas.

WINTER

Morning Glory

Green Cestrum

SEPTEMBER

LIVESTOCK

All livestock
Ensure that sheep and cattle vaccinations are up to date before spring. Consult your private veterinarian for details.
To manage internal parasites, maintain regular worm egg counts to identify when you need to treat your animals.
For more information, visit:
www.tinyurl.com/DIY-worm-egg-counting
www.tinyurl.com/order-collection-kits
www.tinyurl.com/worms-organic-systems
Cattle
If planning on buying cattle, ensure all have an NLIS device in their ear. If you are a first-time cattle buyer, consider what facilities
you have for the long-term handling of cattle (for marking, vet treatments, loading, unloading, etc.) before purchasing.
For more information, visit: www.tinyurl.com/DPI-cattle
Sheep
Plan blowfly control for spring now. This will involve shearing, crutching, worm control and jetting.
Horse
If you haven’t undertaken any foot care to your horse in the past 2 months, do so now.

CROPS AND
PASTURES

Now is a good time to determine the composition of your pastures.
Walk or drive through to see which pastures have high weed burdens and decide which ones will need work next year.
Start initial weed control in spring and continue into summer. Pastures with a heavy weed burden can be effectively controlled by
a spray – graze option. Contact our Sustainable Agriculture team or your agronomist for more advice.

FRESH
PRODUCE

Now is the best time of the year to plant your ginger and turmeric rhizomes. Source your planting material early and allow the
ginger/turmeric to sit in a well-ventilated pantry until small buds develop. Larger pieces can be cut into multiple pieces and should
have at least 2 buds each. Allow the cuts to dry out before planting to reduce the possibility of fungus infecting the planting piece.
You can harvest in about 8 months or when the leaves have yellowed or died from the cold. Plant fruiting trees now to benefit from
the summer warmth, moisture and settle in before the hotter months.
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Fire
Now is a good time to start actioning your fire management program, reduce fuel loads around your house and sheds, install fire
breaks and review your fire management plan. For more information about fire prevention, visit: www.tinyurl.com/RFS-fire-resource

PESTS

Animals
Coordinated wild dog baiting programs are currently being planned. Find your local group now by contacting the Invasive Pest team.
Remember, if you see wild dogs or signs of wild dogs, act now. Please don’t wait for them to impact your property.
Call our Invasive Pest team on 1300 795 299.

Safety
Tractors are used widely across farms and rural properties as they are one of the most popular and versatile pieces of equipment.
However, they are also one of the most dangerous. To find out more about safe tractor operation, visit: www.farmsafe.org.au

PESTS

Insects
Jobs to control Queensland fruit fly (QFF) in spring:
- Remove QFF host plants if you are not going to control QFF
- Pick and dispose of any excess ripe citrus
- Pick up and dispose of any fallen loquats
- Spray high-risk fruit if appropriate and always follow label instructions
- Set up traps to monitor for QFF and check traps weekly.
In SPRING, fruits of high risk to QFF are late-season citruses such as grapefruit and early ripening hosts such as loquats.

WEEDS

The warmer weather will start to see pond plants grow as water temperature increases. Many pond plants can become serious
weeds. Water plants such as Frogbit, Water lettuce, Water hyacinth and Cabomba are priority weeds. If your pond plants rapidly
cover a pond and require removal regularly, it may be a declared water weed. If you are unsure about any water plants, call your
local Council Weed Officer. To find your local Council Weed Officer, visit: www.tinyurl.com/NC-weedofficers

Spring
Planting Guide
Vegetables
Asparagus, beans, beetroot, cabbage, capsicum,
carrots, cucumber, eggplant, endive, lettuce, melons,
mustard, pumpkin, radishes, rhubarb seed or crowns,
silverbeet, spinach, spring onion, sweet corn,
tomatoes, zucchini.

SPRING

Control Water Lettuce

Herbs / Flowers
Agrimony, alyssum, aster, basil, Californian poppy,
carnation, catmint, calendula, chives, comfrey,
coleus, coriander, cosmos, dahlia, daisies, dianthus,
echinacea, everlastings, evening primrose, feverfew,
gazania, gerbera, impatiens, lavender, marigold,
nasturtium, petunia, phlox, portulaca, salvia, sorrel,
snapdragon, sunflower, zinnia.

OCTOBER

LIVESTOCK

All livestock
Before purchasing any livestock, consider the animal’s size when fully grown, its behaviour, the infrastructure needed to keep it
contained, and feeding and veterinary costs. For more information, visit: www.tinyurl.com/animals-and-livestock
Cattle
If planning for a July calving period, then start joining now. For joining tips, visit: www.tinyurl.com/joining-tips
For calves born in July, give them their 1st vaccination of 5/7 in 1.
Sheep
To prevent flystrike, treat sheep early. The key signs to look for include sheep on their own, possibly not grazing; dark stains on the
wool, especially on the shoulders, back or crutch, tail twitching, rubbing or chewing at the affected part; and an offensive odour
when close to the sheep.
Alpacas
If you own alpacas and have not shorn them this year, now is the time. If you don’t shear them, you run the risk of wool becoming
contaminated with weed seeds, and the animal may suffer heat stress over summer. Check if their nails need clipping.
Bees
Inspect your hives for signs of the American foulbrood disease - www.tinyurl.com/afb-awareness-month

CROPS AND
PASTURES

When purchasing hay, find out from the supplier if Annual Rye Grass Toxicity (ARGT) occurs in their area. If it does, consider
testing the hay for ARGT galls. Livestock ARGT poisoning often follows ingestion of annual ryegrass infected by the bacterium
Rathayibacter toxicus.
Be on the lookout for insects in your crops and pasture, like Fall armyworm.

FRESH
PRODUCE

Remember to water early morning and late afternoon while the days are warm. Avoid watering leaves which can result in leaf burn
or fundal disease.
Make a routine to pick up and dispose of any fallen fruit, especially citrus, so that you are not providing hosts for fruit fly breeding.
Plant sweet potato seedlings (slips) from October to December. Sweet potatoes can be planted year-round but will be easier to grow
if they are started in the warm spring weather. You can be prepared and grow your own slips by allowing a sweet potato to sprout.
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Fire
Start your fire preparation well before summer. Look now at how best to prepare your property against a bushfire.
For more information, visit: www.tinyurl.com/RFS-bushfireplan
Machinery
If you don’t have your own equipment to harvest crops, plan to book a contractor.
Beetles
They may be small, but dung beetles can provide some big ecosystem and farm benefits, breaking down manure, aerating the soil
and reducing fly larvae. Download the MyDungBeetleReporter app, or go to www.dungbeetles.com.au to find out what species
are on your farm.

PESTS

Animals
Where you live will change what you should do if you see a cane toad. If you’re in the Cane Toad Biosecurity Zone and suspect you
have found a cane toad, take a photo, report and carefully contain until it is confirmed. Make sure you wear protective clothing, as
stressed toads ooze or squirt poison. To find out if you live in the Cane Toad Biosecurity Zone, visit: www.tinyurl.com/DPI-canetoads
Insects
Caterpillars will become active in October.
Fall armyworm (Spodoptera frugiperda,) is an unwanted species now found in NSW. Fall armyworm is a serious threat to industries
including grain, rice, cotton, vegetables and sugarcane. Learn how to identify species in your backyard.
Visit: www.tinyurl.com/DPI-caterpillars and www.tinyurl.com/DPI-Fallarmyworm
For help in identifying Fall armyworm, email photos to: fallarmyworm@dpi.nsw.gov.au

WEEDS

Is mowing the right weed control for you? Mowing is only effective if you can frequently and repeatedly mow the area to prevent
seed set. Mowing can prevent seed set and reduce weed spread but, some grass species will continue to survive in the soil after
mowing. Wash down equipment to prevent spreading weed (via seed or fragments) to other areas on your land.
Time to control weeds or check and re-treat previously treated areas.

SPRING

Dung beetles

NOVEMBER

LIVESTOCK

All Livestock
Before calf and lamb marking, check your registered brand details and NLIS requirements to ensure that calves and lambs are
given the correct ear tags and that earmarks are made in the correct position.
Cattle
For calves born in July, give them their 2nd vaccination of 5/7 in 1, and do marking activities (castrate, dehorn, ear tags,
NLIS management).
Pigs
Wallowing in mud can be good for your domestic pigs. As the ground dries out, make sure your pig can still wallow.
Pigs will wallow to control their body temperature and to protect against sunburn. Wallowing can also control skin parasites.
For more information about owning pigs, visit: www.tinyurl.com/EBC-Pigs
Poultry
Fowls have a simple digestive tract like humans, so they eat similar food. To learn about the 6 main nutrients they need for health,
egg and feather production, visit: www.tinyurl.com/feeding-poultry

CROPS AND
PASTURES

Assess food on offer (FOO) in your paddocks and plan supplementary feeding. By now, most plants have set seed and are
starting to dry off. If you have excess paddock feed, a late hay cut may be better than leaving a standing fire hazard.
Unless irrigated, pastures will deteriorate, and the food value will begin to drop. Knowledge of the decline rates of dry pasture can
help to estimate remaining grazing days. Plan for supplementary feeding over the summer if required. The NSW DPI Drought and
Supplementary Feed Calculator app is free and can help you develop feed rations during drought and dry seasons.

FRESH
PRODUCE

Garlic should be ready to harvest by now – look for leaves yellowing and beginning to die off.
Prepare a dry spot with good airflow to cure your garlic.
Now is a good time to plant fast-growing plants such as passionfruit, pawpaw, pineapples and divide and manage banana clumps.
If you live in the Banana Bunchy Top Zone and wish to buy and move banana plants for planting within or into the Banana Bunchy
Top Control Zone, you must complete a Record of Movement form at least 7 days before moving banana plant material. You cannot
move Banana propagative material out of the Banana Bunchy Top Zone. For more information and to find out if you live in the
Banana Bunchy Top Zone, visit: www.tinyurl.com/Banana-bunchy-top-virus
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Planting
If you planted trees or are rehabilitating an area this year, it is essential to do weed management at these sites to reduce
competition in the critical establishment phase. It is important to remove annual weeds and not let them go to seed.
If you plan to plant a large area next year, now is a good time to order native trees.
Contact your local supplier and place your order now.
Water
When the ground is dry it is easier to detect any leaks in your pipes. It is important to check pipes regularly to ensure your stock
don’t go without water. Check water quality and clean your stock watering points regularly over the summer.

PESTS

Animals
Fox cubs are emerging from their dens. Ensure your chicken coops fences and gates are secure, as cubs will take easy food.
If you see a fox around your coop, contact our Invasive Pest team for management options and report using the Feral Scan app.
Insects
Beneficial insects are great for your garden or agricultural enterprise. Beneficial insects are those insect species that perform
valuable services like pollination of flowers, weed control, making soil, and pest control. Search for plants that attract beneficial
insects now.

WEEDS

Pastures will start to dry off. If you are considering buying in hay, be aware it is a common way for weeds to spread. When feeding
out hay over summer, hay is spread across your property, potentially spreading weed seeds with it.
Regularly check for weeds where fodder has been fed out or stored. Monitor paddocks that stock has had access to as some seed
can be viable after digestion. If your neighbour has been feeding stock, check your fence lines. For more information, visit:
www.tinyurl.com/fodder-weeds

SPRING

DECEMBER

LIVESTOCK

All Livestock
With temperatures rising, increase your checks of troughs, dams and other water points. Water quantity, and quality will need to be
monitored so that livestock are not going thirsty. Cattle and horses can drink up to 120 litres per day, depending on their size and
the weather conditions.
If you are going on holidays, make arrangements early for a caretaker to look after livestock that need regular monitoring.
Correct identification can assist in returning your animals should they decide to go ‘on holiday’ (get out/stray) while you are away.
Cattle
Remove or separate bulls from your herd. Monitor for buffalo fly.
Horse
If you haven’t undertaken any foot care to your horse in the past 2 months, do so now.
Pigs
Pet pigs, Christmas pigs and production pigs all need a Pigpass. To understand the pigpass system,
visit: www.pigpass.com.au

CROPS AND
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Protect your valuable topsoil. If you are starting to get bare patches on your property, you may need to consider keeping stock
stabled or isolated in more stable paddocks to reduce the risk of erosion.
All hay should now be cut. Collect and stack small bales or store them undercover as quality will drop if left in the paddock
and rained on.

FRESH
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You may need to begin bagging fruit such as tomatoes and capsicum to protect from fruit fly. Check your fruit for sting marks.
Keep your fruit fly traps monitored and full. Dispose of infected fruit properly to avoid harbouring the maggots.
Fire
Create a bushfire survival plan for all your family this summer, including your pets and livestock, to keep them safe.
Decide whether you will stay to defend your home in the event of a bushfire or leave early.
For more information, visit: www.tinyurl.com/RFS-bushfireplan
Planting
Start monitoring the progress of this year’s revegetation work. Extra time watering may increase the survival of establishing plants
if your site is dry, exposed or if there is a prolonged dry period.
If you have no stock, tall weeds may become an issue. Slash or mow tall grasses, but only at low fire-risk times of day when the air
is still and cool. If in doubt, check with your local fire officer.
Water
Don’t forget to check and clean your stock watering points regularly.

PESTS

Animals
Weaned and juvenile wild dogs are out and about moving through the landscape, looking to find a home patch. If you see wild dog
act now, don’t wait for them to impact your property.
Report using the Feral Scan app or calling our Invasive Pest team on 1300 795 299.
Insects
Bronze Orange Bug (Musgraveia sulciventris) is a native insect that may occur on citrus trees in home gardens. Bronze Orange
Bugs are notorious for their chemical defence system, and their colonies have a strong, unpleasant smell. They are one of several
bugs know as ‘stink bugs’. For more information on common plant bugs, visit: www.tinyurl.com/plant-bugs

WEEDS

When undertaking garden maintenance, ensure you dispose of your garden waste correctly. Dumped garden waste can result in
spreading unwanted species and weeds. For more information, visit: www.tinyurl.com/DPI-stop-the-spread
Time to control weeds or check and re-treat previously treated areas.

Summer
Planting Guide
SUMMER

Vegetables
Asian greens, beans, beets, capsicums, chilli, choko,
celery, cucumbers, eggplants, lettuces, melons, spring
onions, radishes, rosella, silverbeet, snake bean,
squash, sweet corn, sweet potato, tomatoes, zucchini.

Herbs / Flowers
Ageratum, aster, basil, celosia, coleus, coriander,
cyclamen, impatiens, marigold, salvia, sunflower,
torenia, vinca, zinnia.
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