




Grass Seed Harvester 
Interested in increasing the native pastures on your 
property? 

The Grass Seed Harvester is designed to be towed by 
a 4WD at an off-set angle to maximise the harvest of 
native grass seeds. Two vacuum units powered by a 4 
stroke engine draw seed into collection bins. A 
rotating ‘beater / brush’ mounted inside the head unit 
helps to dislodge seed from the grass stem. Harvested 
seed can then be broadcast into areas for pasture 
improvement. 

Tips for Harvesting 

The time of harvest is critical. Best results will be 
achieved on areas that have ripened uniformly. Most 
native grasses will ripen and be ready for harvest 20 
to 30 days after flowering, but some may reach this 
stage earlier (e.g. wheat grass). While it is important 
for the seed head to be attached, premature 
harvesting while the seed head is still ‘doughy’ will 
most likely result in a poor yield. The timing of 
harvesting should always be aimed at collecting the 
maximum number of mature seeds. We recommends 
researching the target species in advance and 
monitoring the seed head maturity to ensure the best 
time for harvest. 

Danthonia Debut for Reaper 
The custom-designed and built native grass seed 
harvester, known as “the Rosevale Reaper”, has 
given its first outstanding performance in the 
paddock. The state-of-the art unit, owned by the 
Border Rivers-Gwydir CMA, has been harvesting 
Austrodanthonia grass (Wallaby Grass or White 
Top) on the property ‘Danthonia’ about 25km east 
of Inverell. 

‘Danthonia’ Property Manager, Johannes Meier, 
has been working with the Border Rivers-Gwydir 
CMA for a number of years to establish pastures 
and plant trees. 

“The CMA has enabled us to realise our plans 
for restoring our property and operating it 
sustainably. Providing the native grass seed 
harvester to farmers is a great way of valueadding 
to the projects that we have already undertaken 
with the CMA,” Johannes Meier said. 

Wallaby grass is a valuable native pasture as 
it grows all year round. It is sensitive to heavy 
stocking so performs best under a rotational 
grazing regime. Johannes Meier will be resowing 
the Austrodanthonia that he has harvested 
where native pastures are a bit patchy and will be 
fertilising the pastures with compost. 

The native grass seed harvester was commissioned 
by the Border Rivers-Gwydir CMA because 
there was a call for the establishment or re
establishment of native grasses in the catchment 
but little native grass seed was available. The 
machine is very user-friendly and is built on a 
trailer that can simply be towed by a ute with a 
tow-bar. 

When harvesting it is best to travel through the 
native grasses using the brushes at the front of 
the unit to knock all the ripe seeds off the plants. 
It is then recommended that the operator do a 
second pass with the beaters rotating at the front 
of the machine to remove more strongly attached 
(less ripe) seed. Any seed that the unit is able to 
harvest should successfully resow. 

The machine will harvest nearly all native grass 
species including blue grass, kangaroo grass, 
native sorghum, Mitchell grass, slender panic, 
spring grass and of course, wallaby grass. It is 
available to all landholders in the catchment. A 
representative from the Border Rivers-Gwydir 
CMA will come out to your property to show you 
how to use the harvester. 

Article taken from the Inverell Times 26th March 2010: 

(Note: The Border Rivers-Gwydir CMA is no longer functioning. 
Please contact the Northern Tablelands LLS for more details 
about the Grass Seed Harvester) 




