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Threatened Fish Species 
Trout Cod Maccullochella macquariensis
The Trout Cod is endemic to the southern Murray- Darling river system including the Macquarie 
River in the Central West Local Land Services region.
Trout Cod are a large long-lived freshwater fish that were once widespread throughout southern 
tributaries of the Murray-Darling river system. The species has undergone a dramatic decline in 
distribution and abundance over the past 100 years.
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Appearance

Habitat  Occupies deep water with an abundance of snags. They are found in fast  
  and slow flowing water, with rocky bottoms.
Ecology Trout Cod tend to remain at one site, with a small home range. They are  
  carnivores, preying mainly on crustaceans and aquatic insects but also on  
  other fishes.
Breeding Trout Cod form pairs and spawn during spring and early summer when  
  the water temperature is around 15ºC

DPI 2017, Trout Cod, NSWGovernment, NSW, accessed 25 September 2020, https://www.dpi.nsw.gov.au/fishing/threat-
ened-species/what-current/endangered-species2/trout-cod

How can you help?
• If you catch a Trout Cod, release it carefully causing the least possible harm.
• If you manage land adjacent to Trout Cod habitat, prevent stock from directly accessing waterways, and protect and 

enhance the riparian zone.
• Report illegal or suspect fishing activities by contacting your nearest Fisheries Office Using the Fishers Watch Phone line 

1800 043 536 or completing the online report from:www.dpi.nsw.gov.au/fishing/compliance/report-illegal-activity
• If you catch or see a Trout Cod, record the details and send the information to the NSW DPI Threatened Species Unit by 

emailing: fisheries.threatenedspecies@dpi.nsw.gov.au or completing the online report form: www.dpi.nsw.gov.au/fishing/
species-protection/report-it

Large (up to 85cm and 16kg), olive-coloured fish, ranging from blue-grey to 
dark brown in the dorsal area. Body is speckled with dark grey to black spots 
that do not extend to the head and forehead. Distinguished from the Murray 
Cod by their overhanging upper jaw, long pointed snout, straighter head 
profile and relatively large eyes. 


