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New farm biosecurity requirements: 
you need to get cracking!

By Genevieve Guest
Senior Land Services Officer – Livestock 
Murray Local Land Services, Albury 
and 
Sally Ware
Senior Land Services Officer  
– Rangelands/Grazing  
Riverina Local Land Services, Hay

Confused by the recent farm biosecurity 
changes? You’re not the only one, but 
hopefully this article will help explain 
the changes that are occurring. There 
are two main changes:
1.  Johne’s Beef Assurance Score (J-BAS): 

change occurred on 30 June 2017

2.  Livestock Production Assurance (LPA) 
National Vendor Declaration (NVD): 
change will occur on 1 October 2017

Johne’s Beef Assurance Score
This is an industry-based, fully voluntary 
program allowing producers to assess 
the risk of their beef cattle being 
infected with Johne’s disease.

The change: Producers wanting to 
maintain their transitional J-BAS of 7 or 
8 needed to have a biosecurity plan in 
place, in consultation with their private 
vet, by 30 June 2017. Producers who 
had no Farm Biosecurity Plan in place 
by 1 July 2017 have automatically 
reverted to a J-BAS of 6. (Note that 
previous media reports that producers 
would revert to a J-BAS of 0 without the 
Farm Biosecurity Plan are now incorrect 
owing to a recent revision by Animal 
Health Australia.)

If you are unsure of your J-BAS score or 
you don’t know whether you have one, 
visit one of the following websites:

■■  For further information on J-BAS, visit 
https://www.animalhealthaustralia.
com.au/.

■■  For further information on the Farm 
Biosecurity Plan visit https://www.
animalhealthaustralia.com.au/
what-we-do/endemic-disease/
farm-biosecurity-plan/

■■  For a direct link to the biosecurity 
plan template visit https://www.
animalhealthaustralia.com.au/
wp-content/uploads/On-Farm-
Biosecurity-Plan-Template.pdf.

Livestock Production Assurance 
Program and the National Vendor 
Declaration
The change: ALL producers wanting 
to trade livestock will need a Farm 
Biosecurity Plan in place by 1 October 

2017 to continue to use the LPA NVD. 
(This is needed to sell sheep, cattle 
or goats.) If you already have a J-BAS 
biosecurity plan, this will be enough. 
If not, the easiest solution is to use the 
Farm Biosecurity Plan on the Animal 
Health Australia website https://www.
animalhealthaustralia.com.au/wp-
content/uploads/On-Farm-Biosecurity-
Plan-Template.pdf. A copy of the plan 
template can also be found in the centre 
of this Newsletter. Simply pull it out 
and complete it. It is relatively simple to 
complete. You need to sign it, but you 
need to add a vet’s signature only if you 
have cattle and you want a J-BAS score 
of 7 or 8. Just put the completed plan in 
your top drawer and produce it if you are 
audited. 

Landholders are encouraged to place biosecurity signs on their front gates as part of their 
requirements under the new on-farm biosecurity plan (see section 2.3.2 of the plan template). 
Each livestock producer needs to have a biosecurity plan completed by October 1 2017. 
These signs are available at Local Land Services offices. Photo by Sally Ware
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Connecting with customers: 
onsite farm visits reap rewards

By Carly Potts
Senior Program Officer 
Rural Assistance Authority, Orange

The Rural Assistance Authority recently 
teamed up with colleagues in the Office 
of Regional Development, Dubbo, to 
visit client farming operations. Our aim 
was to gain a greater understanding 
of the challenges they face and the 
opportunities for support and help 
available to these businesses.

Our first visit to Farmer Brown’s Pastured 
Eggs in Wellington was enlightening. 
The Maurices, who have held this family 
farm since 1930, have implemented 
innovative and sustainable farming 
practices to ensure the business’s 
success for future generations. The 
farming operation is a mixed grazing and 
cropping farm with a strong focus on soil 
health, promoted by a diversity of plants 
and animals, good grazing management 
and innovative cropping techniques.

The Maurice family is passionate about 
regenerative agriculture and about 
using enterprises that complement 
each other and the landscape – such 
as their 2000 hens and their mobile 
caravans. These chicken caravans are 
moved to fresh pasture every 3 to 5 
days. The hens are able to roam freely 
under the watchful eye of Maremma 
guard dogs, which protect the flock 
from predators. After some discussion, 
we concluded that the business would 
benefit from the Farm Innovation 
Fund to support the future purchase 
of chicken caravans and a required 
upgrade to the egg-grading machine.

Among the challenges faced by the 
Maurice family are the high cost and 
sometimes poor reliability of transporting 

their produce to a Sydney outlet. By 
working with Ben Morgan of the Office 
of Regional Development and utilizing 
agribusiness contacts, we have identified 
a producer who delivers to the Central 
West each week and returns to Sydney 
with an empty truck. We are currently 
in discussions to see whether the two 
enterprises can do business together.

Last financial year, our Farm Innovation 
Fund provided $53 million of loan 
funding to 331 primary producers to 
prepare for drought and mitigate risks.

What a great start! The Rural 
Assistance Authority is looking at 
new ways to connect with customers 
and promote the help available 
to primary producers to support 
their businesses. If you know of 
any primary producers who would 
benefit from the Farm Innovation 
Fund, please phone me, Carly Potts, 
on 02 6391 3007 or email me at 
carly.potts@raa.nsw.gov.au.

Alli Gartrell from the Rural Assistance 
Authority with Angus Maurice, owner of 
Farmer Brown’s Pastured Eggs in Wellington. 
Photo by Carly Potts

mailto:carly.potts@raa.nsw.gov.au
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BIOSECURITY CHECKLIST – To have in place by 1 October 2017
1. Complete a BIOSECURITY PLAN

■■ This is the seven-page document in the centre of this Newsletter
■■  All you need to do is keep a completed copy in your office with your NVD booklet (see below). You don’t need to send 

this to anyone or have it signed off unless you have cattle and you want a J-BAS score of 7 or 8. In that case you will 
need to contact your private vet to complete a biosecurity plan and testing for you.

■■  An electronic copy of the plan template can be found at https://www.animalhealthaustralia.com.au/wp-content/
uploads/On-Farm-Biosecurity-Plan-Template.pdf.

2. Print copies of the relevant ANIMAL HEALTH STANDARDS documents (sheep, cattle, goats etc.)
■■  Electronic copies of all livestock standards can be found at http://www.agriculture.gov.au/animal/welfare/standards-guidelines. 

3. Print copies of the updated SHEEP AND CATTLE HEALTH DECLARATIONS 
■■  Electronic copies of the most up-to-date health declarations can be found at http://www.farmbiosecurity.com.au/

toolkit/declarations-and-statements/ 

4. Print and complete a LIVESTOCK PRODUCTION ASSURANCE RECORDS BOOK (Optional)
■■  An electronic copy of this book can be found at: https://www.mla.com.au/globalassets/mla-corporate/meat-safety-

and-traceability/documents/on-farm-practices/lpa-farm-records_update_may14.pdf.

5. Print the FIT TO LOAD guidelines
■■  An electronic copy can be found at: http://publications.mla.com.au/login/redirectFrame; after logging in, press the 

‘Download now’ button in the top right hand corner (it’s free!). 

6. Complete the ON-LINE MODULES for LPA accreditation (required to obtain an NVD booklet)
■■ More information about the on-line modules can be found at https://www.mla.com.au/LPAlearning.

7.  Visit the LPA Service Centre website at https://lpa.nlis.com.au/Account/Register and become accredited before you 
need a new NVD booklet. (Allow about 1 hour to complete the online course; there is a fee of $60.) 
■■ You will need to know your PIC and your MLA (Meat & Livestock Australia) user ID and password. 
■■  Once you are registered and accredited with LPA, you can order LPA NVDs online at any time via the LPA Service Centre. 

Do you know what a COMMODITY VENDOR DECLARATION is and when 
to use one? 

■■  Think of a commodity vendor declaration (CVD) as a health statement for feedstuffs (hay, grain, fodder and by-products).  
■■  You should request your CVD before you purchase any feed. Keep the CVD in your office.
■■  The NSW DPI Primefact Stockfeed vendor declarations explains when each type of vendor declaration is used. An 

electronic version of this Primefact can be found at: http://www.dpi.nsw.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0017/96011/
Stockfeed-vendor-declarations.pdf .

■■  You can access a current CVD from the MLA website at: https://www.mla.com.au/globalassets/mla-corporate/meat-
safety-and-traceability/documents/commodity-vendor-declaration.pdf. 

■■  The Fodder Vendor Declaration Form can be accessed at: http://www.afia.org.au/files/2017Vendor_Declaration_Form.pdf .

In addition, there will be changes to the 
LPA program accreditation process, which 
has changed from yearly to every 3 years, 
with a fee payable at the time of renewal. 
The current online assessment will be 
expanded to include biosecurity and 
animal welfare modules. Producers will be 
notified by email or post 2 months before 
it is time to renew their accreditation.

Participation in the LPA program is 
‘voluntary’. However, you won’t be 
able to get a new LPA NVD without 
becoming accredited. In NSW an LPA 
NVD is required for any movement of 
stock that are to be sold to processors 

or saleyards or by private sale. LPA 
NVDs can also be used for property-to-
property movements in cases where no 
sale is involved but the properties have 
different Property Identification Codes 
(PICs) or the stock are being moved to 
agistment. Alternatively you could use a 
Transported Stock Statement (TSS) (see 
http://www.dpi.nsw.gov.au/animals-
and-livestock/stock-movements/
documentation/tss-questions-
answers) for these movements.

For more information on the LPA 
program, or to become accredited, 
visit https://www.mla.com.au/meat-
safety-and-traceability/red-meat-

integrity-system/about-the-livestock-
production-assurance-program/.

The Biosecurity Plan 

The same Farm Biosecurity Plan can 
be used for the LPA NVD and J-BAS. If 
you use the Animal Health Australia 
template, section 7 relates to the J-BAS 
program and does not need to be 
filled out for the LPA NVD Biosecurity 
Plan. Pull out the Plan in the centre 
of this Newsletter or visit the AHA 
Farm Biosecurity Plan at https://
www.animalhealthaustralia.com.
au/wp-content/uploads/On-Farm-
Biosecurity-Plan-Template.pdf.
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Boundary fencing in the 
Western Division

By Jacky Wiblin
Acting Group Leader Property Management 
Department of Industry – Lands & Forestry

Are you fencing a Western Lands 
Lease? Currently your lease conditions 
require you to fence and maintain the 
boundary of your property. You are also 
required to keep your stock within the 
property’s boundaries.

Fencing must be of a stock-proof 
standard. Shared boundaries mean 
shared responsibility, unless you share a 
boundary with an authority that is not 
required to fence under the Dividing 
Fences Act 1991. Contact the authority 
directly to see whether they are exempt 
or not.

Fencing between neighbours is 
regarded by the Department of Industry 
as a civil matter. It’s important to 
contact your neighbour before work 
starts to negotiate and agree on repairs, 
upgrades or replacement of boundary 
fences. If an agreement can’t be reached, 
you can contact your local Rangeland 
Management Officer to discuss your 
fencing issues and find out how to issue 
a fencing notice to your neighbour. 
They may advise going to the NSW Civil 
and Administrative Tribunal. The tribunal 
can make a ruling on the works to be 
completed and who is required to pay.

Some livestock require a higher standard 
of fencing than others, and regardless 
it’s the responsibility of the owner of the 
livestock to keep their stock within their 
property boundaries. The Department 

has established minimum fencing 
requirements for Western Lands Leases 
for different livestock types.

When a Western Lands Lease is transferred, 
a departmental officer may conduct 
an inspection of the lease to make sure 
that the conditions are complied with. 
If a breach of conditions is identified, 
the Department may choose to refuse to 
give consent to transfer, withhold consent 
to transfer until works are undertaken, 
or obtain an undertaking to complete 
works. If the boundary fencing is not stock 
proof, the undertaking may require you 
to fence the boundary with specified 
materials within an agreed time frame.

For further information talk 
to your local Rangeland 
Management Officers. For contact 
details see the box below.

Increasing dry conditions and managing land 
condition on Western Lands properties

By Jacky Wiblin
Acting Group Leader Property Management 
Department of Industry – Lands & Forestry

Rangeland Management Officers have 
reported that some areas in the Far 
West are looking very dry, and pasture 
availability and stock water could 
become issues in the coming months. 
Now is an opportune time for all 
landholders to assess their land condition 
and their pasture availability and to 
consider whether stock reductions will be 
required in the coming months.

Management strategies include 
transporting livestock while they are 
in good condition and the market 
is favourable, grazing paddocks 
that have the least amount of water 
first, reducing watering points and 
controlling rangeland goats.

Goats are currently reaching record 
prices, so it’s a good time to cash in 
and get some additional funds. With 
goats having a dry sheep estimate 
(DSE) of 0.7, removing them can also 
significantly reduce the total grazing 
pressure across your property.

Western Lands Lease conditions require 
lessees not to overstock their land. Now 
is a timely reminder to consider what 
impacts the seasonal dry is having 
on sustainable grazing. Landholders 
should be assessing pasture, stock, 
water and fodder requirements over 
the next few months.

For further information 
contact your local Rangeland 
Management Officers. For contact 
details see the box below.

Contact details for Rangeland Management Officers across the Western Lands
Cobar
Jacqueline Mills
0268 363 018

Walgett
Tanya Slack-Smith
0268 286 444

Wentworth
Ian Kelly
0350 516 205

Condobolin
Jarrod Smith
0268 835 448

Bourke
Anthony Azevedo
0268 722 144

Broken Hill
Jody Chinner
0880 825 203

Balranald
David Gee
0350 516 204
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World-first for virtual fencing 
in the Murray region

By Genevieve Guest 
Senior Lands Services Officer – Livestock 
Murray Local Land Services, Albury  
email genevieve.reardon@lls.nsw.gov.au

Murray Local Land Services recently 
hosted a world-first ‘virtual fencing’ 
trial on a commercial farm near 
Tumbarumba, NSW.

Murray Local Land Services played 
a key role in the project, working in 
partnership with Goulburn Broken 
Catchment Management Authority 
(Victoria), who initiated the project, 
CSIRO research scientists and Agersens, 
the agritech start-up company that is 
commercialising the CSIRO know-how. 
Murray Local Land Services funding was 
supported by the Australian National 
Landcare Programme. 

Virtual fencing has the potential 
to revolutionise on-farm stock 
management. So what is it and 
how does it work?
■■  Cattle are fitted with a collar, known 

as ‘eShepherd’. It uses patented 
software developed by the CSIRO 
to train the animal to respond to an 
audio cue that signals the virtual fence 

boundary. Animals initially receive 
an audio cue followed by a mildly 
aversive electrical pulse. Within 24 to 
48 hours of this automated training 
the animals respond primarily to the 
audio cue alone.

■■  The farmer uses an app to create a 
virtual fence boundary anywhere on 
the property using a smartphone, 
tablet or PC.

■■  Instructions are then sent wirelessly 
to each animal’s GPS (contained 
within the solar powered collar) 
via an internet-connected on-farm 
base station. The base stations can 
be adapted to suit larger farms or 
especially hilly terrain.

■■  The collars themselves do not require 
internet connection for the virtual 
fence to be active and so will continue 
to work even if internet connectivity 
is lost.

■■  Each collar uses a combination of GPS 
satellite and smart chip technology 
to monitor animal movement and 
location.

As each animal approaches the virtual 
boundary, or ‘virtual fence’, it receives an 
audio cue. If the animal still continues 
forward and reaches the virtual fence 
boundary, it receives a single mild, but 

aversive, electrical pulse (much lower 
than the pulse from an electric fence). 
If the animal stops, or turns away from 
the virtual fence, at the audio cue, the 
system does nothing more. Murray Local 
Land Services staff have tested the collar 
on their arms and report that it feels 
more like a ‘buzz’ than a shock from an 
electric fence.

An animal learns to locate the presence 
of a virtual boundary just as it learns 
to avoid a traditional fence, but it uses 
an audio cue rather than a visual cue. 
Research to date has shown that animals 
typically need only three ‘pairings’ (audio 
cues followed by an electrical pulse) to 
learn the system and will be guided by 
the eShepherd within 24 to 48 hours.

The trial

As part of the trial, Murray Local Land 
Services staff were involved in fitting 
and monitoring ‘eShepherd’ collars on 12 
cows on a property near Tumbarumba.

For the first week, the cattle were 
allowed access to a waterway. The 
fence was then turned on. Data being 
sent from the collars every 20 seconds 
or so clearly demonstrated that, 

Twelve cows on a property near Tumbarumba were fitted with eShepherd collars in the Murray region virtual fencing trial. Photo by Sally Haynes

mailto:genevieve.reardon@lls.nsw.gov.au
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before the fence was turned on, the 
cattle regularly grazed alongside the 
waterway. At the start of the second 
week, the collars were activated and 
the cattle quickly discovered the 
presence of the fence and chose not 
to enter the area. After 11 days, the 
fence was turned off and the cattle 
re-entered the waterway area within a 
few hours, clearly demonstrating that 
the virtual fence boundary had worked.

Foiling the Great Escape
How does the system differ from an 
electric fence? The obvious difference 
is that it requires no on-ground 
materials. However, unlike with an 
electric fence, where animals that 
manage to cross receive no further 
stimulus, this system is programmed 
to re-set the virtual fence line behind 
the animal and ‘shepherd’ it back to 
the original designated area.

This was demonstrated during the trial, 
when four cattle crossed the virtual 
fence to join the neighbour’s cattle. 
Within 20 minutes, all four animals were 
shepherded back to their designated 
grazing area.

Virtual fencing can offer many 
exciting environmental and 
production benefits.
The system is initially being trialled to 
keep stock out of waterways, thereby 
eliminating the need for time-consuming 
and expensive flood fencing, but 
other environmental benefits include 
protecting new tree lines, as well as 
paddock trees and sensitive areas such 
as hilltops after dry times, protecting 
low-lying areas after wet periods, 
and reducing deaths from wildlife 
entanglement in barbed wire.

However, it’s the potential production 
benefits that may surprise many farmers. 
Rotational grazing is the obvious use, 
but we envisage this system being used 

to keep bulls away from cows, create 
separate paddocks for individual bulls, 
graze different mobs on the same crop, 
target grazing across the farm, and 
reduce weaning stress by slowly moving 
calves from their mothers over a number 
of weeks while in the same paddock.

There is also potential for early 
detection of straying or missing stock, 
or notification of individual stock in 
trouble. The system is being designed to 
provide the farmer with alerts if animal 
behaviour changes – for example, 
if animals are exhibiting mustering 
behaviour (they could be being stolen) 
or if an individual hasn’t moved for a 
period of time.

The system may also provide immediate 
help in emergency situations, such as 
when farmers lose fencing in a fire or flood.

eShepherd is expected to 
become commercially available 
in 2018. We’ll keep you posted 
on the company’s progress!

Malleefowl in the Riverina
By David Kellett 
Land Services Officer 
Riverina Local Land Services, West Wyalong  
Tel. 0428 693 990

Well, it’s nearing the end of July as I 
type this article, and to say it’s been a 
dry winter to date here in the Riverina 
would be an understatement. However, 
despite the dry weather, the malleefowl 
are starting to prepare their mounds 
by filling them with organic material 
in preparation for the long breeding 
season ahead. And in the same way 
as we need the rain for our crops to 
produce, the malleefowl need the rain 

to soak the mulch in their mounds so 
that they can cover it over to produce 
heat for those first eggs that are laid 
early in the season. With no heat in 
the mound, those first eggs will more 
than likely get too cold and perish. In 
extreme weather conditions, such as 
drought, malleefowl have been known 
to produce few eggs or none at all.

And if the malleefowl don’t have enough 
to worry about already, we’ve seen 
fox numbers increasing and also large 
numbers of feral pigs entering a couple 
of our sites here in the Bland Shire, as 
well as in the Carrathool Shire. It’s a 
timely reminder to landholders and land 

managers to work with their neighbours 
to help eradicate feral animals – not 
only to help protect threatened species 
in the area but also to help reduce 
livestock losses. Olivia Nougher and I are 
very interested in helping landholders 
who would like to start up a Feral Pig 
Control Group in the Rankins Springs 
area. This would involve ongoing 
regular trapping and 1080 poisoning to 
control feral pigs on private property. 

For further information please 
call Olivia Nougher (Biosecurity 
Officer) on 6960 1315 or David 
Kellett (Land Services Officer) on 
6970 1201.

Foxes and feral pigs are major concerns on malleefowl mounds. Foxes excavate mounds and steal eggs, and feral pigs have been known to completely 
destroy mounds and also consume the eggs. These images have been caught on our monitoring cameras as part of the Malleefowl in the Riverina project.
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Saving the Plains-wanderer
A new and very important project in 
the Western Riverina is bringing graziers 
and government agencies together to 
manage Riverina grasslands in ways that 
also benefit a small ground-dwelling 
bird, the Plains-wanderer (Peionumus 
torquatus). Australia is the only place in 
the world where these birds exist.

From Jerilderie to Conargo, to north 
of Hay and south-west of Griffith, 
native grasslands are among the last 
habitats for this critically endangered 
bird. Monitoring by the NSW Office of 
Environment and Heritage (OEH) has 
shown that Plains-wanderer numbers 
have declined by more than 90% over 
the past 15 years. Only 300 birds are 
thought to be left in NSW. The patches 
where the birds are found are in fairly 
sparse native grasslands that provide 
the vegetation structure they need for 
foraging and hiding from predators.

Funding from the NSW Government’s 
Saving our Species program has 
enabled Riverina and Murray Local 
Land Services and OEH to work with 
local landholders to develop a Plains-
wanderer stewardship program. This 
program aims to secure a future for this 
iconic species by managing its habitat 
and reducing fox predation – one of the 
key threats to the bird.

Three project officers are working 
with local landholders on the project: 

Cassandra Hooke based at Hay, Megan 
Purvis based at Griffith, and Claire 
Gannon based at Jerilderie.

Cassandra Hooke said that the 
purpose of the project is to secure the 
management of Plains-wanderer habitat 
to help the recovery of the species in 
the western Riverina to a point where it 
is not on a trajectory to extinction. 

‘We are looking for farmers who’d like to 
work in partnership with us to ensure 
there is a sustainable population into 
the future while still utilising those 
areas on their properties. We’ve been 
out talking to local landholders about 
management options that would help 
them to maintain suitable habitat in 
good condition. We’re currently at 
a position in the project where we 
have collated most of the suggested 
management options and are 
condensing them into a package that 
we can further discuss with individual 
landholders’, said Cassandra.

Project Officer Megan Purvis added 
that the response from farmers in the 
Carrathool area had been encouraging. 

‘I’ve talked to a number of property 
owners who have expressed interest 
in the project, and we’re now looking 
at practical ways to get them involved 
in the program. A major component 
of the project will be vertebrate pest 

control, as predation and deterioration 
of habitat are landholder-identified key 
threats to the Plains-wanderer.’

Claire Gannon is the project officer 
from Jerilderie to Conargo. She said 
that most farmers had heard about the 
Plains-wanderer but may not have seen 
the birds. 

‘It’s an elusive bird, very small and 
well camouflaged, making it hard 
to see in daylight. They are easiest 
to find at night time with the aid of 
a spotlight. If we are going to save 
Plains-wanderers from the threat of 
extinction, it can’t be done without 
landholder help, as they own and 
manage the largest land area of the 
birds’ habitat in the Riverina’, she said.

Property owners who are interested in 
the project and think they may have 
grassland habitat for Plains-wanderers 
are urged to contact the project officers 
to find out more. 

Please contact Claire Gannon at 
the Jerilderie office of Murray 
Local Land Services on 0429 465 
958; Cassandra Hooke at the 
Hay office of Riverina Local Land 
Services 0427 632 561, or Megan 
Purvis at the Griffith office of 
Riverina Local Land Services on 
0428 941 061.

Map showing the area of the Plains-wanderer stewardship program

A project between Riverina and Murray Local Land Services and the NSW 
Office of Environment and Heritage has been established to develop a 
stewardship program for the critically endangered Plains-wanderer. Photo 
by Chris Tzaros
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Western Landcare Forum, Broken Hill
By Annabel Lugsdin
Local Landcare Coordinator, Hay & Rangelands
Murrumbidgee Landcare Inc., Hay 
Tel. 042 8549 647

‘Healthy Landscapes – Healthy Food’ 
was the theme for the Western Landcare 
Forum. This would be an ideal outcome 
for rangeland pastoralists to achieve and 
maintain on their properties. The focus of 
the Forum, which was held in Broken Hill 
on 4 and 5 August 2017, was the story of 
how cohesion between rangelands grazing 
management practices and improved 
biodiversity could produce the best 
product in the most sustainable way. This 
high-quality, healthy standard of protein 
output from extensive rangelands grazing 
systems could then be used to promote the 
Western Division to a larger-scale audience 
for increased market security and price 
premiums.

The vision for the forum centred on the 
following concept: 

In the rangelands, stock are grazed on mostly 
intact natural systems of native pastures, and 
increasing perennial pastures enables farmers 
to produce more food. It’s a win-win situation 
where, if done well, food production can work 
in harmony with the environment; that’s a 
concept that’s not really understood in areas 
outside the rangelands. Many producers in 
the Western Region of NSW are already using 
stock to regenerate their landscapes while 
producing world-class meat with incredible 
health, environmental and welfare credentials. 

The forum presenters were a mix of 
rangeland producers, consultants and 
industry representatives.

High on the agenda was telling the 
story of producers in the region who 
are successfully adopting best practice 
management to grow healthy livestock 
while improving the biodiversity on 
their properties. The Landholder Panel 
hosted four farmers in the Western NSW 
region who have taken on this mindset. 
Through discussions with the panel a few 
key trends were observed. Production of 
protein in the region was not the major 
issue for producers: they were more 
apprehensive about the lack of marketing 
and promotion of the region’s premium 
product. All landholders had concerns 
over unsustainable kangaroo numbers in 
the region and how total grazing pressure 
fencing was one of the key ways to manage 
numbers on their properties. The last key 
trend was variability in rainfall and the 
need to control soil erosion. One panellist 
landholder stated that ‘you can’t manage 
how many rain drops you get, but you can 
manage them when you do get them’.

These key trends resonated though the 
various presenters over the 2-day forum. 
Presenter Greg Curran focused on the 
condition of the Western NSW region, 
stating that it was ‘in better condition now 
than before the 1890s’. This was attributed 
directly to a reduction in rabbit numbers, 
improved grazing management, better 
commodity prices, learning from previous 
experiences, and sufficient rainfall in 
the region since 2010. Greg stated that 
landholders in the region were managing 
their native pastures with best practice, 
retaining 30% or more ground cover to 
help protect the environment. Getting the 
right native pasture mix and predicting 
pasture growth were also critical to healthy 
landscapes and stock. Greg believes that 
capitalising on good years is where you get 
opportunities to build pasture diversity, but 
maintaining sufficient production during 
dry years is the test of any production 
system. With kangaroo numbers exceeding 
15 million in the Western region, Greg 
identified these animals as key barriers, 
along with rabbits and goats, to landholders 
sustaining pasture management. Caring 
for the land in western NSW means 
returning to a managed landscape. To do 
this we need to have control measures in 
place to manage the booming kangaroo 
populations through fencing and control of 
waters, and we need to build commodity 
markets for meat and skins (as seen with 
the success of the goat industry markets).

Marketing was also addressed by presenter 
Sophie Hansen (2016 Australian Rural 

Woman of the Year). Sophie spoke on the 
fundamentals of utilising social media for 
landholders and industry organisations 
to tell their unique positive stories of the 
region. She specified that for effective 
exposure we need the three Cs of 
social media: ‘Content, Consistency and 
Community’. Content relates to the type of 
story being told, Consistency is about the 
way in which the story is being told (tone, 
look, feel), and Community is about the 
people we want to target through social 
media. Mrs Hanson uses these principles 
daily for her own business and farm; she also 
teaches others through her online learning 
program My Open Kitchen.

On the second day, attendees listened to 
the views of Major General the Honourable 
Michael Jeffery. Major General Jeffery 
spoke on the critical issue of soil health 
and erosion. ‘To feed our people we must 
save our soils’ was General Jeffery’s key 
message: 60% of the land in NSW is currently 
degraded. 

The solutions to this problem are to export 
knowledge of best practice management to 
producers across Australia and around the 
world and to focus on fixing our paddocks 
by using this available knowledge. This 
expertise will need to be focused on the 
fundamentals of soil health and carbon 
levels appropriate for maintaining soil 
moisture and microbial activity. General 
Jeffery emphasised that the current carbon 
levels in our soils were at an unsustainable 
low of about 1%, compared with the 
sustainable standard of 3% in the pre-
industrial agriculture period. 

On a positive note, General Jeffery pointed 
out that the Western NSW region hosts 
some of our industry leaders in the project 
Soils for Life.

The consistent message delivered to the 
nearly 200 people attending over the 2 
days was that the western NSW region is 
thriving and that future production, the 
environment, and marketing will continue to 
move forward through the persistent hard 
work that the people in the region have 
been demonstrating to the rest of Australia. 
With grazing management, improved 
marketing and resource management, the 
rangelands of western NSW will prosper in 
producing healthy landscapes and healthy 
food to share with Australia and the world.

For more information regarding the 
Forum, contact Louise Turner, Executive 
Officer, Western Landcare NSW, at email 
louise@westernlandcarensw.com.au or 
telephone 0448 220 336.

Major General Michael Jeffery speaking at the 
recent Western Landcare Forum held in Broken 
Hill. Photo supplied by Louise Turner

mailto:louise%40westernlandcarensw.com.au?subject=
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Making $ in the sheep industry: 
how good can it be?

By San Jolly
Productive Nutrition P/L 
Kapunda, South Australia

What a fantastic time to be in sheep! 
San Jolly’s enthusiasm for all that is 
positive about sheep was infectious 
when she spoke at the Hay Merino 
Breeders’ Forum at Shear Outback 
in May, where Riverina Local Land 
Services put on a day for pastoralists 
and undergraduates from Sydney 
University and Charles Sturt University. 
The focus of the annual conference 
was livestock production in the 
Rangelands. Other speakers were 
drone demonstrator Ben Watts from 
Bracla, ecologist and local property 
owner Martin Driver, and local 
property owner and drone owner 
Cameron Neild.

San’s presentations highlighted ways 
to cash in on current prices and key 
management strategies to maximise 
pastoral profits. Positioning a sheep 
breeding business to benefit from high 
prices requires some advance planning 
in which genetic selection pressure 
has been placed on early growth, 
fertility and fleece weight over time. 
Lambs that have the potential to grow 
fast at a young age are more likely to 
survive and provide pastoralists with 
options to sell early, when seasonal 
conditions are tight. Identifying and 
removing from the breeding flock 
ewes that fail to get in lamb and that 
are dry at lamb marking will improve 
the overall fertility of a flock. When 
wool prices exceed the value of 
mutton and seasonal conditions allow, 
these ewes can be run as a ‘wool flock’, 
but it’s important not to return them 
to the breeding flock. Measuring fleece 
weight in the breeding flock and 
introducing rams with above-average 
genetic potential for fleece weight will 
better position a sheep business to 
cash in on high wool prices when they 
come around.

San’s overall message for pastoral 
profitability was to select for sheep 
that regularly perform well under the 
range of environmental conditions 
that they typically experience within 
your landscape and to be cautious 
about altering the environment to 
accommodate below-average sheep.

San emphasised that pastoral 
profitability was driven largely by 
running healthy and productive sheep 
in healthy and productive landscapes, 
as described by previous speaker 
Martin Driver. Plant species diversity 
was the key to productivity, such that 
the output of a breeding flock was 
not inhibited by the low quality of a 
limited number of species at any given 
time in the season. Early destocking in 
dry years and strategic containment 
for short periods were the most 
effective ways of maintaining a diverse 
landscape.

San encouraged both landholders 
and the university students to foster 
a financial basis for decision-making; 
as an example, she presented 
comparative cost-of-production data 

for five different sheep enterprises. 
While acknowledging the importance 
of running an enterprise that gives 
a landholder enjoyment, it’s also 
important to properly analyse any 
potential changes in direction before 
making what may initially seem like 
a simple decision. For example, if a 
different sire line is to be introduced 
into a wool enterprise, the effect on 
fleece weight and fertility should 
be first considered and weighed up 
against the financial requirements of 
the business. Similarly, if a woolgrower 
should decide to change direction 
to a wool-shedding enterprise, an 
increase in lamb weaning percentage 
of approximately 50% will be required 
to generate the same gross margin as 
with a wool enterprise.

Finally, San fielded some questions 
from the university students present at 
the forum about how to develop their 
careers as livestock consultants; she 
encouraged them to gain as much on-
farm experience as they could to build 
on what they had learned and to start 
accumulating practical knowledge to 
share with others in the longer term.

University students and local landholders listening to speaker and drone operator Ben Watts 
at the Hay Rangelands Forum. Photo by Annabel Lugsdin
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Innovation in the Rangelands
The project
Riverina Local Land Services is offering 
small grants of up to $5,000 to pastoral 
livestock production landholders in 
the Rangelands under the Innovation 
in Rangelands pilot project.

The grants are to encourage the 
adoption of innovative, sustainable 
agricultural practices and technologies.

The project will give rangeland 
pastoral landholders the opportunity 
to incorporate new ideas and tools 
into their properties with the aim 
of improving long-term pastoral 
management on-farm, including 
groundcover maintenance and 
profitability.

The project will be funded by the 
Australian Government’s National 
Landcare Programme and is available 
to all pastoral producers in the Hay and 
Carrathool Local Government Areas.

As limited funds are available, a 
ranking system will be used by the 
project review panel to evaluate and 
prioritise applications.

What activities or items can be 
funded?
Projects must be related to rangeland 
pastoral activities. Examples of activities 
or items include, but are not limited to:
■■  components of stock water 

telemetry systems, solar pumping 
systems or desalinisation plants

■■  software for professional farm 
assessment and management

■■  software and/or equipment to 
support the on-farm use of drones 
(excluding the purchase of drones)

■■  approved agricultural production 
courses, such as Lifetime Ewe 
Management

■■  electronic stock identification 
technology components

■■  sheep lick feeders (Note: to be 
eligible you will need to have 
enrolled in, or completed, a Lifetime 
Ewe Management course.)

Projects must demonstrate significant 
public, private and broader industry 
benefits.

Activities that will not be funded
Activities that will not be funded 
include:

■■  commercial product development 
or activities of a commercial nature

■■  activities not associated with 
rangeland pastoral livestock 
production.

Applicants must be willing to:

■■  make a matching in-kind 
contribution that is 50% (costs and 
labour can be included) of the total 
budgeted project cost

■■  be involved in promoting the 
results of the project to the broader 
community, including to social 

media and through farm walks and 
other profile-raising activities

■■  complete a second-stage 
application and budget with more 
details about their proposals

■■  complete the project by 30 June 
2018.

Eligibility
For the project to be eligible the 
following criteria must be met: 

■■  Single application. Only one 
application per farming entity 
(i.e. per ABN [Australian Business 
Number]) will be accepted.

■■  Existing agreements completed. All 
previous works funded by Riverina 
Local Land Services or Catchment 
Management Authority must have 
been completed.

■■  Contractual arrangement. You 
must be willing to enter into an 
agreement with Riverina Local Land 
Services.

■■  Local Land Services rate payments 
up to date. You must have no 
outstanding debts to Riverina Local 
Land Services.

■■  Locality. Your property must be 
greater than 10 hectares and 
must be in the Riverina Local Land 
Services region within the local 
government area of Hay, Carrathool 
or Murrumbidgee.

■■  Insurance. You must have public 
liability insurance for a minimum 
of $10 million to be considered for 
funding.

How do I apply?
Funding is limited and applications 
close on 30 September 2017. Apply 
today to avoid disappointment!

You must complete a ‘How can we 
help you?’ form at www.riverina.lls.
nsw.gov.au by 30 September 2017, or 
call into one of the offices of Riverina 
Local Land Services.

For more information contact 
Sally Ware  
Senior Land Services Officer 
(Rangelands/Grazing) 
(02) 6990 1305 or 0429 307 627 
sally.ware@lls.nsw.gov.au

A stock water desalinization plant may be eligible for funding under the Innovation in Rangelands 
pilot project. Photo by Sally Ware

http://www.riverina.lls.nsw.gov.au
http://www.riverina.lls.nsw.gov.au
mailto:sally.ware@lls.nsw.gov.au
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When should I call my district vet?
By Courtney Simkin
District Veterinarian 
Riverina Local Land Services, Hay 
Tel. 0427 418 006 
email courtney.simkin@lls.nsw.gov.au

Although some illnesses and conditions 
will have obvious signs and indicators 
that tell you a vet should be called, 
others may not. Nevertheless, you’re 
never wrong to call your district or local 
vet. If you’re concerned about your 
stock, don’t feel embarrassed about 
calling us. District vets spend a lot of 
time investigating to rule out exotic and 
notifiable diseases. The more we test, 
the more we prove that our animals are 
free of these diseases.

Remember, you know your stock better 
than anybody else! If you notice your 
stock behaving in a way that is unusual 
for them, or if something just doesn’t 
seem right, then you may have picked 
up on a subtle sign of real problem. 
Something as simple as your lambing 

numbers decreasing, a larger tail end of 
the mob, or fleece weight being below 
what you expected can be the first signs 
of something going on. To find out, 
call your district vet: it’s always better 
to err on the side of caution! We prefer 
to have 100 calls about a disease that 
doesn’t turn out to be significant than 
to miss the one that is.

By asking you a few questions over the 
phone, a district vet can determine 
whether something needs to be 
investigated straight away. Sometimes 
we may not be able to make it out to 
the farm, but through photos, videos 
and your answers to our questions we 
can find the answer. Even if the vet 
determines that a visit is not required, 
your mind will be at ease and you will 
have some information on how to deal 
with the situation.

If you suspect a serious problem, 
don’t just leave a voicemail or use the 
internet or email. If you have an animal 
emergency, such as suspected anthrax, 

call the Emergency Animal Disease 
Hotline on 1800 675 888.

The best way to deal with anything 
that arises is to be prepared, just 
in case. You know your stock and 
you have the right to be concerned 
if something seems to be wrong. 
Your district vet is an emergency 
professional and is there for you: 
never hesitate to call! Have your 
local district vet’s number and the 
number for the Emergency Animal 
Disease Hotline saved in your phone.

There are times when half of our calls 
come via your stock agents. Rather 
than playing Chinese whispers and 
hearing our advice second hand, why 
not call your district vet first? If we 
think it’s something that your stock 
agent should be able to help you 
with, then we will happily redirect 
you. But most of the time these calls 
should be directed to us, and we 
will be able to help you. You’re not 
wasting our time!

mailto:courtney.simkin@lls.nsw.gov.au
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Western pastoral webinar series
By Gemma Turnbull
Team Leader (Agriculture) 
Western Local Land Services, Bourke 
Tel. 02 6870 8632 
email gemma.turnbull@lls.nsw.gov.au

The Western Pastoral Webinar Series 
has delivered five webinars so far, with 
a sixth scheduled to run before this 
newsletter goes to print. The webinars 
were born from a very successful 
collaboration between Sheep Connect 
NSW and Western Local Land Services, 
with some financial input from Meat & 
Livestock Australia (MLA).

The series has proven to be popular 
among landholders in all areas of 
the west, with over 240 registrations 
so far. Much of this success can be 
contributed to the delivery of timely 
and relevant topics and having access 
to very professional speakers. Feedback 
has also indicated that the series is very 
convenient for attendees, as they are 
able to join in from the comfort of their 
own homes. Those who can’t make the 
webinar live can simply listen to the 
recording at a time that suits them.

Recordings of the webinars are still 
available to download from the 
Sheep Connect NSW website at 

www.sheepconnectnsw.com.au. The 
webinars and their presenters are:
■■  Merits of scanning in lean times 

– making good culling decisions: 
Geoff Duddy, Sheep Solutions

■■  Sheep market overview: Ben 
Thomas, MLA

■■  Managing sheep nutrition in pastoral 
areas: San Jolly, Productive Nutrition

■■  Lamb survival: Dr Gordon 
Refshauge, NSW DPI

■■  Wool market overview: Scott 
Carmody, Australian Wool Innovation

■■  Ram preparation for a successful 
joining: Dr Matt Playford, 
Veterinarian (Principal), Dawbuts

mailto:gemma.turnbull@lls.nsw.gov.au
http://www.sheepconnectnsw.com.au
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Investing in Total Grazing 
Pressure management

By Trudie Atkinson
Development Officer 
NSW Department of Primary Industries 
Trangie 
Tel. 02 6880 8041  
email trudie.atkinson@dpi.nsw.gov.au

What will make a difference to 
managing Total Grazing Pressure (TGP) 
in the Southern Rangelands? A project 
is under way to identify where best to 
invest in research and development 
to achieve production gains through 
TGP management. You can contribute 
your local knowledge and ideas 
by completing this survey online: 
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/
RangelandsTGP

Led by NSW DPI, the project aims 
to review current knowledge 
and identify information gaps 
to develop an investment plan for 
research and development by Meat 
& Livestock Australia (MLA). The main 
regions of interest are the arid and 
semi-arid rangelands of central and 
south-west Queensland, western NSW 
and South Australia, and Western 
Australia’s southern rangelands.

In western NSW, NSW DPI and 
Western Local Land Services are 
calling for producers, land managers 
and service providers to take part by 
completing the survey.

Across 1.9 million square kilometres 
of Australia’s rangelands, producers 
face challenges in managing TGP. 
It’s a common issue that MLA has 
prioritised.

Local input from all regions is vital, as 
the issues are complex. The intricacies 
of the issues vary regionally and 
from property to property because 
of differences in production systems, 
species abundance, infrastructure and 
state legislation.

The project team wants to capture 
detailed insights into the issues by 
having input from as many people as 

possible who are observing what is 
happening on their properties and in 
their regions.

The survey is collecting information 
about the numbers of domestic and 
non-domestic grazing animals and 
their impacts on soils, pastures and 
business profitability. It is gauging 
what management practices are 
most effective for TGP management 
in different regions and gathering 
views on important information gaps. 
Further industry engagement may be 
needed to investigate the issues or 
themes that emerge from the survey 
responses.

The results will form part of an 
extensive review of current knowledge 
on TGP management and impacts, 
informed by science and current 
practice. A knowledge database will 
synthesise the most industry relevant 
information, to support future research 
and development as well as natural 
resource management (NRM) activities.

This project is a partnership between 
researchers and NRM bodies from 
four states (QLD, NSW, SA and 
WA). Other partners include the 
National Rangelands NRM Alliance, 
Queensland’s Department of 

Agriculture and Fisheries, South 
West NRM, NSW Western Local Land 
Services, Revell Science, Rangelands 
NRM, Natural Resources SA Arid Lands 
and Primary Industries and Regions SA.

Hard copies of the survey are 
also available by contacting NSW 
DPI Development Officer Trudie 
Atkinson on 0427 102 431. 

For more information about the 
project, please contact Senior 
Research Scientist Cathy Waters  
on 0417 626 288 or email  
cathy.waters@dpi.nsw.gov.au.

Example of the infrastructure used to manage total grazing pressure in western NSW. The fence is 1.1 
metres high, with the top and bottom barbed and a 10-metre post spacing. Photo by Cathy Waters

mailto:firstname.lastname@lands.nsw.gov.au
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/RangelandsTGP
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/RangelandsTGP


p22 Western Newsletter

Western Resilient Landscapes 
Program

By Gemma Turnbull
Team Leader (Agriculture) 
Western Local Land Services 
Bourke 
Tel. 02 6870 8632  
email gemma.turnbull@lls.nsw.gov.au

The Western Resilient Landscapes 
Program is a unique coaching initiative 
being offered by Western Local Land 
Services, Soils for Life and the Rotary 
Club of Sydney.

Applications are being sought from 
enthusiastic landholders to take part 
in a mentoring program aimed at 
providing support and guidance to 
fellow landholders. We’re currently 
looking to fill positions for both 
mentors and participants.

Mentors
The role of the mentor will be to 
develop a one-on-one partnership with 
an emerging innovative landholder and 
provide support for on-farm innovation, 
development and practice change.

Mentors will need to have an interest 
in sharing knowledge and experience, 
be prepared to commit time to the 
program, and be recognised within 
their communities as innovators in land 
and property management.

The program will run for 12 months, 
with the possibility of it being extended. 
Mentors receive a fee for services.

Participants
Participants will be involved in a free 
12-month program. This includes 
one-on-one and group-based support 
networks from innovative landholders 
that are recognised leaders in the 
western region.

The program will give participants 
guidance that is tailored to support on-
farm innovation and practice change 
in property management, leading to 
improved management of soil, water, 
vegetation and biodiversity.

The program aims to give landholders 
options for how to manage their 
properties to achieve sustainable land 
use and production.

To take part in the program:
■■  your property must be located in 

the Western Local Land Services 
region. This region stretches from 
the Murray River at Wentworth in 
the south, to Goodooga in the north, 
and west to the South Australian 
border.

■■  you must be prepared to actively 
engage with a mentor or participant 
on a one-to-one basis to develop 
a property plan and to carry out a 
development program over four 
seasons. You will also be prepared 
to monitor, measure and report 
changes resulting from the program.

■■  you must have an interest in 
regenerative practices such as 
Holistic Management, Grazing 
for Profit and Tactical Grazing 
Management.

■■  you must be prepared to devote 
time to the project.

Application forms and guidelines 
can be downloaded from www.
lls.nsw.gov.au/western, or visit 
www.soilsforlife.org.au to learn 
more about the program.

Western Resilient Landscapes Program mentor James Leigo leading a discussion at a field day at his property ‘Dungarvan’ last year. Photo by 
Gemma Turnbull

mailto:gemma.turnbull@lls.nsw.gov.au
http://www.lls.nsw.gov.au/western
http://www.lls.nsw.gov.au/western
http://www.soilsforlife.org.au
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Aboriginal and historical sites better 
protected following erosion control works

A Western Local Land Services-
coordinated project that led to 
important work being done at the 
Angledool Aboriginal cemetery and 
historical site continues to reduce the 
impacts of erosion a year after the final 
inspection for the project was made.

After many years of widespread 
watersheeting and gully erosion at 

the site, Western Local Land Services, 
in conjunction with a number of 
stakeholders, including the Office of 
Environment and Heritage, conducted 
site visits in 2014 and 2015 and 
formulated a plan to address the erosion. 

The main goals were to:
■■  reduce the volume of water flowing 

down the gullies. This was achieved 
through earthworks that now absorb as 
much water as possible high up in the 
catchment before the water enters the 
major gullies outside the fenced area.

■■  reduce the speed of water flowing 
down the gullies. By spreading the 
water as much as constraints would 
allow, the erosive energy of the water 
was reduced.

The final inspection for the project was 
done midway through last year, but 
Western Local Land Services Aboriginal 
Communities Officer Blackie Gordon 
has continued to monitor the site and 
is pleased with the positive impact the 
works have had.

‘We were able to get a lot of expert 
advice about how to best carry out the 
erosion control works, and everyone that 
was involved in the project is pleased 
with what has been achieved’, Mr 
Gordon said. 

‘By constructing things like absorption 
pits, de-silting dams to increase the 
volume of water they can hold and 
creating some shallow wetlands, the 
cemetery and historical sites won’t be 
nearly as affected by erosion in the 
years to come. 

‘We also widened five by-washes, 
and a number of rock gabions were 
constructed at key points to reduce 
the speed of concentrated water.’

During the project, Western Local Land 
Services used appropriate care and 
consideration to ensure they did not 
disturb any Aboriginal sites. 

There are many known sites in the 
area. However, because it has not 
been comprehensively surveyed 
and there could be unknown sites of 
cultural value, it was decided that the 
earthworks would be kept to areas 
that had previously been worked on in 
1994–95. 

Landholders and community members 
who know of Aboriginal or historical 
sites that they would be interested in 
protecting should contact their nearest 
Western Local Land Services office. 

This project was funded through 
Catchment Action NSW.

Western Local Land Services Aboriginal 
Communities Officer Blackie Gordon and Office 
of Environment and Heritage Officer Steve Booby 
constructed several rock gabions that reduced 
the erosive power of water flows at Angledool.

Pest animals on the outer in the Gilgunnia 
area thanks to cluster fence
Landholders involved in the Gilgunnia 
cluster fencing project have reported 
immediate improvements in the 
management of pest animals and grazing 
pressure.

The project, which has seen 210 kilometres 
of fencing enclose 177,000 hectares, has 
been positively received by all involved and 
has seen several commit to using predator 
(cluster) fencing throughout the rest of their 
properties to further control pest animals 
and restore ground cover.

In total, 22 landholders were involved in 
the project, with work starting in 2016 and 
completed in the second half of 2017.

Landholder Dave Worsnop of ‘Yarambie’ 
believes the cluster fence has made a 
massive improvement, and he looks 
forward to enjoying the benefits for years 
to come.

‘In the 21 years I have been here it’s the best 
improvement we have made. The positive 
impact it was having was pretty much 
noticeable straight away’, said Mr Worsnop. 

‘I’d done a bit (predator fencing) before, 
and when the project came along I was 
more than happy to be involved.’ 

Glenn Turner of ‘Penshurst’ was also really 
pleased with the impact the cluster fence 
was having.

‘We pretty much noticed the benefits 
straight away, and we’re looking forward to 
having more control over our pest animals 
and grazing pressure’, Mr Turner said. 
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‘We’re going to do more between my 
property and Dave’s off our own bat. 

‘Hopefully within 5 years we’ll have our 
entire property [cluster] fenced; Dave is 
doing the same, and thinks he will be done 
within a year and a half.’

The Gilgunnia cluster fencing project was 
funded under the 2016 Pest and Weed 
Drought Funding program. 

Landholders interested in finding out 
more about cluster fencing should 
contact Senior Land Services Officer – 
Native Vegetation, Brian Dohnt on  
(02) 6836 1575.

Jake Turner, Glenn Turner and Dave Worsnop are all pleased with the positive impact the cluster 
fence has had on their properties. Photo by Charlie Whiteley

Local community helps Western Local Land 
Services with Murray cod stocking event
Western Local Land Services have 
performed a one-off stocking of 26,000 
hatchery-bred Murray cod fingerlings 
ranging in total length from 80 to 
130 millimetres. 
The stocking, which was conducted across 
three sites in the lower Murray River, will help 
promote the recovery of the Murray cod 
population in the Murray area following the 
recent hypoxic black water event. 
Recovery of the population will be long 
term. Although re-stocking of fish is 
not the sole answer to restoring native 
fish populations, it does provide the 
opportunity to help localised populations 
recover in response to disturbance events. 
The lower Murray River release sites were 
chosen strategically in response to planned 
weir-pool manipulation in the lower to mid 
Murray River and targeted environmental 
watering events in the lower Darling River. 
These planned water management 
practices, which are designed to replicate 
natural flow variability and improve 
hydraulic complexity, are likely to provide 
sustainable habitat for Murray cod and 
therefore potentially help their populations 
to recover. 
To help increase community knowledge 
and awareness of the waterways and the 
threats to native fish populations and their 
habitat, Western Local Land Services invited 
local schools, angling groups and other 
stakeholders to one of the release sites, at 
the Fort Courage Caravan Park boat ramp 
near Wentworth. 

What transpired at the Fort Courage boat 
ramp was an informative and enjoyable 
community day attended by over 60 
people, including students from the 
Wentworth and Pomona Primary Schools. 

Western Local Land Services Senior Land 
Services Officer Kade Small coordinated 
the project and community event and 
was pleased that so many people found it 
informative. 

‘All the school kids were interested in 
learning about the release and why we were 
doing it, so hopefully they gained some 
knowledge around our waterways and the 
importance of their health’, Mr Small said. 

‘It was great organising this project, 
knowing that the school kids and a 
number of community groups would 
be able to take part. It turned out to 
be an informative and enjoyable day.’

At the other release sites, 
representatives from Tar-Ru 
Aboriginal Lands helped with the 
stocking. 

The release was made possible by 
funding provided under Catchment 
Action NSW and by the NSW 
Department of Primary Industries – 
Fisheries under their ‘Dollar for Dollar 
Native Fish Stocking Program’. 

Senior Land Services Officer Kade Small and Wentworth Public School Grade 5 student Kurt Trewin at 
the Murray cod release. Photo by Kaye Gottschutzke
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Successful autumn wild 
dog baiting in the Western 
region
Western Local Land Services, in 
partnership with 14 Landcare and pest 
animal control groups, has run another 
successful autumn baiting program 
targeting wild dogs in the Western 
region. 

The program, which used both ground 
and aerial baiting, was run from 1 to 20 
May and resulted in 149,000 baits being 
issued across the region. 

In total, 246 properties were involved 
in ground baiting and 87 properties 
were involved in aerial baiting, 
demonstrating the planning and 
coordination required to carry out this 
program. 

Although wild dogs and other pest 
animals continue to be major issues 
for landholders, Western Local Land 
Services Community Manager Andrew 
Hull believes the programs are having 
the desired effect. 

‘When it comes to managing pest 
animals it really needs to be a 
coordinated approach between 
landholders, their neighbours and local 
communities’, Andrew said.

‘It was very pleasing there were 14 pest 
animal control groups, four of which are 
new, to work with during our autumn 
baiting program. 

‘Pest management of this kind is only 
effective at a large scale, so landholders 
not involved with a pest animal control 
group are strongly encouraged to join 
their nearest one. 

‘There are financial benefits from being 
incorporated into a group, as well as a 
range of other types of support. 

‘If there isn’t an active group in your 
area, Western Local Land Services can 
help with the resources needed to get 
a group established.

‘All the staff at Western Local Land 
Services are really pleased with the 
work they’ve put in for the autumn 
baiting program. It’s a major operation 
but something we all get a great deal 
of satisfaction from.’

Western Local Land Services also 
encourages landholders to carry out 
a number of other activities, such as 
using motion-sensing surveillance 
cameras, ensuring information gets 
entered into the feral scan community 
website, and trapping to best manage 
the issue of wild dogs.  

After several months of planning, 
Western Local Land Services is about 
to start its spring wild dog baiting 
program, which will again be run in 
partnership with Landcare and pest 
animal control groups. The baiting 
period is expected to run from late 
September through to early October.  

Landholders looking to get more 
information regarding pest animal 
control groups in their local areas 
should contact their nearest Western 
Local Land Services office. 

For further information about the 
spring program, landholders can 
contact Andrew Hull on  
(02) 6870 8623.

Western Local Land Services Senior Land Services Officer Jasmine Wells unpacking frozen meat onto 
the drying racks at Yathonga for use in the wild dog baiting program. Photo Colin Betts
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Western Local Land Services paddock walks
Two recent plant identification workshops held across the western 
region have highlighted the importance for landholders of 
maintaining ground cover and controlling invasive native scrub.
The workshops, which were 
coordinated by Western Local Land 
Services and held at ‘Wynwood 
Station’ near Mount Hope and the 
Australian Inland Botanic Gardens 
in Buronga, were both strongly 
attended by landholders and 
community members who wanted 
to learn more about native plants 
and share their experiences with 
their peers.

A number of important messages 
were delivered at both workshops, 
including how indicator species 
such as perennial grasses can be 
used as tools to help in your grazing 
decisions. Nearly 40 people attended 
both workshops held last month, 
and Western Local Land Services 
Senior Land Services Officer Jasmine 
Wells was pleased with the positive 
feedback they both received.

‘There was a lot of great information 
available to landholders that they 
will be able to put into practice on 
their properties’, Ms Wells said.

The presenters, namely Australian 
Network for Plant Conservation 
Project Manager Martin Driver 
and Ogyris Principal Director Dr 
Ian Sluiter, were highly engaging 
and did a fantastic job informing 
attendees about a range of ways 
they can improve their plant 
management. 

The open discussions that followed 
between landholders about their 
own experiences – both what has 
worked well for them and what 
they have found challenging – was 
equally important and led to many 
people leaving with new strategies 
to work with’, said Ms Wells.

Both workshops included paddock 
walks, which Ms Wells believes were 
highly valuable. 

‘By having paddock walks at both 
workshops, attendees were able to 
gain first-hand experience of what 
to look for and to get a feel for how 
things might look in future on their 
properties’, Ms Wells said.

‘It’s important for landholders to 
know what plant species are in 
their paddocks so they can manage 
their businesses and strategies 
accordingly.

‘It was a great opportunity to 
spend time with such a good mix 
of inspiring landholders, and to get 
such positive feedback from them 
about the workshops was very 
pleasing.’

In response to the success of these 
workshops, Western Local Land 
Services intends to host further 
events later in the year.

If you’re interested in hosting 
or having a plant identification 
workshop in your area, contact 
Jasmine Wells or Shae Brennan at 
the Western Local Land Services 
Hillston office on (02) 6967 1639.

A drone image taken of the workshop at Mount Hope. Photo by Allan Vagg
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