
Beach Dunecare

Coastcare Award
The Blacksmiths Beach Dunecare Group has been working to 
protect and enhance the coastal environment of Blacksmiths 
for 25 years. Forming in 1990, the group was one of the first 
Dunecare groups in the state, with only five existing in NSW
at that time. 

Nigel McDonell has been the Team Leader for the group 
from the very start, when the group formed following 
a public meeting sponsored jointly by Lake Macquarie 
City Council and the Department of Land and Water 
Conservation. The meeting was called because the beach 
was considered to be one of the most degraded beaches in 
NSW as a result of the mineral mining during the 1960s and 
1970.

Blacksmiths Beach is part of the largest dune 
system within the Lake Macquarie region 
and the large size, low gradient and absence 
of headlands along the majority of the beach 
produces a dynamic coastal system. The site represents a significant habitat link between the coastline and the Lake 
Macquarie foreshore reserves, and is also valued as a buffer to protect neighbouring areas from coastal processes.   

The group currently has eight regular members and has worked to rebuild the sand dune structure and revegetate the 
area, as well as to protect and enhance its biodiversity. Blacksmiths Beach Dunecare also strives to educate and engage the 
community about reducing human impacts on the coastal environment and have hosted numerous community planting 
events onsite.  

The group has worked to restore a previously unhealthy dune system, which had been degraded by sand mining activities, 
invasive weeds and the effects of expanding urban development. Dedicating over 25 years to enhancing this vital coastal 
dune system, Blacksmiths Beach Dunecare has protected and enhanced this coastal environment, resulting in immeasurable 

54 54

 

 

 

 

 

Big Scrub Landcare 
Fairfax Media LandcareCommunity Group Award 
Over 23 years Big Scrub Landcare’s mission has been to help save lowland subtropical rainforest and its magnificent 
biodiversity. Its major focus is promoting, facilitating and undertaking on-ground restoration of critically endangered lowland 
subtropical rainforest. This involves 

- Rehabilitation and ongoing management of remnants 

- Revegetation of cleared rainforest land 

- Community engagement 

Working in partnership with private landholders, NSW National Parks & Wildlife, all levels of government and the community, 
Big Scrub Landcare (BSL) has developed, funded and managed over 35 projects worth more than $5 million. These projects 
have contributed to the ecological restoration of more than 90 lowland rainforest remnants with a total area of more than 
600ha that are an important component of the Border Ranges National Biodiversity Hotspot. Restoration is focused on 
remnants of the Big Scrub, which was Australia’s most extensive lowland subtropical rainforest. BSL has also contributed to 
the revegetation of 250 ha of lowland rainforest. 

The group follows scientific best practice in all of its activities. It has produced widely acclaimed manuals on subtropical 
rainforest restoration and on the identification and control of subtropical rainforest weeds that have become standard 
reference texts in the community. The restoration 
manual contains a unique planting-relevant data set 
on more than 200 tree species. 

BSL successfully nominated lowland subtropical 
rainforest for listing as critically endangered under the 
Commonwealth EPBC Act and as endangered under 
the NSW TSC Act. 

BSL has run 16 annual Big Scrub Rainforest Days 
with an aggregate attendance of more than 22,000, 
making it one of the most successful and enduring 
landcare community engagement events in Australia. 
Each year BSL also runs field days and site visits. It has 
over 160 members and produces regular newsletters 
and promotes lowland rainforest restoration through 
its website. 


