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Minister’s foreword
The sustainable management of land is crucial to
agricultural production and it is a practice that has been
taking place on farms for generations.
Understanding that farmers are sustainable land
managers, the NSW Government implemented the
NSW Land Management and Biodiversity Conservation
reform framework, which included the new Biodiversity
Conservation Act 2016 and amendments to the Local Land
Services Act 2013.
This framework was developed on, and continues to
operate under, the overarching principle of balance.
It effectively balances the need for our farmers to manage
their properties to produce the food and fibre we depend
on, while conserving biodiversity and protecting our most
important environmental assets.
To ensure this balance is achieved, the framework is
delivered through four key pillars that go beyond the farm
gate, which are:
1. Simplifying land management under the Local Land
Services Act 2013 (LLS Act)
2. Ecologically sustainable development under the
Biodiversity Offsets Scheme
3. Private land conservation through the Biodiversity
Conservation Trust
4. Protection of our native plants and animals through
programs such as Saving our Species
Under the framework, the Land Management (Native
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Vegetation) Code (the Code) was introduced in 2018,
which provided a robust system that they could easily
navigate to undertake sustainable land use in NSW.
Crucially, this system sees land management and farming
as a whole, rather than a focus on just one species and
one list of trees. This is because we appreciate and
understand how important it is to farm in an ecologically
sustainable way, while setting aside high value
biodiversity areas when appropriate.
I have always believed that farmers are the best
environmentalists we have, not just because their
livelihoods depend on a sustainable environment, but
because they are passionate about the land they manage.
As Minister for Agriculture and Western NSW, I am
committed to transparency and ensuring the Code
is working for our rural landholders, while ensuring
adequate environmental protections, which is why
I am pleased to provide the first annual NSW Land
Management Report to the people of NSW.

Adam Marshall
Minister for Agriculture
Minister for Western
NSW
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Introduction

key areas, which are:

The Land Management and Biodiversity Conservation
reform was introduced in August 2017 to provide a robust
system for management of native vegetation on rural
regulated land in NSW.

Invasive native species - enables the treatment of
invasive native species that have reached unnatural
densities and dominate an area. These activities are
to promote the regeneration and regrowth of native
vegetation.

Local Land Services is responsible for administering the
Land Management (Native Vegetation) Code (the Code).
The Code allows landholders to manage native vegetation
on rural regulated land to support productive farming
methods while ensuring native vegetation sustainability
on private land.
The NSW Land Management Report 2018 – 2020 provides
information on the implementation and uptake of the
Code.
The report draws upon Local Land Services data to
highlight the area approved for management under the
Code for the 2018, 2019 and 2020 calendar years as well
as areas set aside. Data about treatment areas and set
aside areas under the Code is available on the Local Land
Services public register.
The NSW Department of Planning, Industry and
Environment’s Woody vegetation change, Statewide
Landcover and Tree Study provides implementation data
for calendar years 2018 and 2019. Implementation data
for 2020 calendar year is not yet available.

Use of the Land Management
(Native Vegetation) Code
Under the Code, authorised land management activities
undertaken by landholders can be broken down into five
4

NSW Land Mangement Report 2018 - 2020 | Local Land Services

Pasture expansion - enables the thinning of woody
native vegetation by uniform or mosaic thinning to
promote native pastures and increase farm efficiency and
productivity.
} Uniform thinning allows the thinning of woody
vegetation to enhance native pasture growth, in
exchange for retaining a specific density of stems,
native shrubs and groundcover, ensuring biological
functions and ecosystem services can continue across
the landscape.
} Mosaic thinning allows the removal of woody
vegetation to expand native pastures in exchange for
leaving at least 30 percent of the treatment area.
Continuing use - enables the continuation of lawful land
management activities that have been in place between
1990 and 25 August 2017.
Equity - allows farmers to lawfully remove native
vegetation in exchange for conserving and enhancing
similar native vegetation in-perpetuity, which in most
cases is at a ratio of 1:2.
Farm plan – enables the removal of paddock tree areas
and treating regulated rural land in exchange for set aside
areas containing vegetation or set aside areas where
revegetation will be required.

Authorised land management activities
Total land management activities authorised under the Land Management (Native
Vegetation) Code: 2018-2020
About 43 million hectares of land in NSW is categorised as rural regulated land, which is the area of the state subject to
Part 5A of the Local Land Services Act 2013.
For 2018 to 2020, land management activities have been authorised on 511,494 hectares of rural regulated land across
NSW.
A breakdown of total authorised activities for 2018, 2019 and 2020 calendar years combined is shown below.

Land management activity

Hectares authorised

Invasive native species

421,842

Pasture expansion

50,092

Continuing use

4,148

Equity

35,167

Farm plan

245

Invasive native species

Pasture expansion

Continuing use

Equity

Farm plan

Figure 1: Percentage of total land management activities authorised under the Land Management (Native Vegetation) Code for
2018, 2019 and 2020 calendar years.
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Implementation of authorised activities
While land management activities are authorised under the Code, landholders are not required to carry out the activity
on the entire authorised area or implement the activity at all.

Implementation rates by authorised activities under the Land Management
(Native Vegetation) Code: 2018-2019
For 2018 and 2019 calendar years, land management activities were authorised on a total of 363,187 hectares of rural
regulated land across NSW. In that time period, authorised activities were implemented on a total of 12,114 hectares.
Note: 2020 implementation data is not yet available from the Woody Vegetation change, Statewide Landcover and Tree Study
prepared by the NSW Department of Planning, Industry and Environment.

Hectares authorised

Hectares implemented

Figure 2: Percentage of total authorised land management activities implemented under the Land Management (Native
Vegetation) Code for 2018 and 2019 calendar years.

For 2018 and 2019 calendar years, implementation rates for the key types of land management activities are shown
below.

Land management activity

Hectares authorised

Hectares implemented1

Invasive native species

305,890

7,330

Pasture expansion

27,716

1,135

Continuing use

3,738

113

Equity

25,606

3,529

Farm plan

236

7

1 NSW Department of Planning, Industry and Environment, ‘Results for landcover change on rural regulated land 2019’, ‘Tab 4 – By LLS Act 2013’, 2021
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Hectares implemented

Hectares implemented

Hectares authorised

Hectares implemented

Hectares authorised

Hectares implemented

Hectares authorised

Hectares authorised

Local Land Services | NSW Land Mangement Report 2018 - 2020

7

Set aside areas
Total set aside area (Ha) implemented under the Land Management Framework:
2018-2019
For 2018 and 2019 calendar years, landholders were approved to treat 22,102 hectares of land that require set asides. In
this timeframe, landholders only treated 2,645 hectares of land requiring set asides and 43,399 hectares of land was set
aside under land management to conserve and enhance in-perpetuity.

Hectares authorised requiring set asides

Hectares treated requiring set asides

Hectares set aside (LLS)

Figure 3: Total set aside area (Ha) implemented under the Land Management and Biodiversity Conservation reform framework for
2018 and 2019 calendar years.

In addition to land set aside under the land management component of the Land Management and Biodiversity
Conservation framework, the Biodiversity Conservation Trust has executed in-perpetuity private land conservation
agreements for 274,470 hectares of land2, and 33,002 hectares of in-perpetuity Biodiversity Stewardship Agreements
across NSW3.
2 NSW Biodiversity Conservation Trust, Private land conservation in NSW, 2021
3 NSW Biodiversity Conservation Trust, Biodiversity Offsets Program Outcomes, 2021
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Local Land Services supporting farmers and improving biodiversity
The Land Management and Biodiversity Conservation reform framework recognises the need to grow food and fibre in
a vibrant and productive agricultural sector, while preserving and protecting our important environmental assets and
delivering record investments in private land conservation and threatened species protection.
Local Land Services working with farmers to meet set aside requirements though the Code is just one of multiple
outcomes designed to support the conservation of native vegetation.
Local Land Services also supports landholders and communities towards sustainable land use and the protection of
natural resources. Between 2018 and 2020, Local Land Services:
} Helped protect 402,721 hectares of native vegetation through rehabilitation and enhancement
} Enhanced, rehabilitated, and protected 231,909 hectares of significant species and endangered ecological
communities
} Protected 4,814,117 hectares of land against priority weeds
} Protected agricultural production and threatened species from pest animals by coordinating control programs on
73,047,448 hectares of land
} Actively managed 1,392,191 hectares of travelling stock reserves for biodiversity conservation, Indigenous culture,
and recreation
} Protected 212,068 hectares of wetlands through rehabilitation and enhancement.
Recent surveys show customer satisfaction with our land management services is rated 9.4/10.
To find out more about the services on offer, contact your local office by calling 1300 795 299 or visit
www.lls.nsw.gov.au
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