
Coordinated rabbit control: 
a necessity in dry times

Eleven adjoining landholders in the 
Hay District have been focusing on 
targeted and strategic rabbit control. 
The consistent effort each year to 
address pest rabbits on their properties 
has been supported by the Riverina 
Local Land Services pest management 
group program. The 11 properties 
cover almost 130,000 hectares, 
from Carrathool to Hay and south 
to Booroorban. This area has been 
identified from survey data to be in 
greatest need of assistance, given the 
sandy loam soil texture and undulating 
sand hills across the region, which 
make it ideal for rabbits to establish and 
rapidly breed up to damaging numbers.

As a result the Australian Government 
has provided funding to employ two 
local earth-moving contractors to rip 
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Government-funded ripping of rabbit warrens in the Hay area started in January, following coordinated 
efforts by adjoining landholders to strategically poison-bait problem areas. Photo by Suzie Holbery

www.lls.nsw.gov.au

rabbit warrens following coordinated 
baiting. Group programs like this 
achieve the best results in a cost-
effective way, as the wider the area 
covered the better the chances of 
limiting rabbit reinfestation.

Rabbits actively compete with livestock 
and can alter pasture composition 
through selective grazing. Approximately 
seven rabbits per hectare eat the same 
as one dry sheep equivalent (DSE), 
and during drought times rabbits can 
totally strip a landscape bare, leaving 
no, or little, feed for sheep, cattle or 
native animals.

Preliminary monitoring using 
spotlights has estimated the current 
infestation in problem areas at four to 
five rabbits per hectare. With stocking 
rates for the rangelands at about 
one DSE per 1 to 2 hectares, this is a 
considerable feed and financial loss 
that is unsustainable in dry times.

Baiting and shooting without follow-
up warren or refuge destruction will 

Continued on page 3

By Suzie Holbery 
Biosecurity Officer  
Riverina Local Land Services, Hay 
Phone 0427 592 322 
suzie.holbery@lls.nsw.gov.au
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�n   Sheep Connect NSW

�n    NSW Office of Environment  
and Heritage

�n   Western Local Land Services

�n   Riverina Local Land Services

�n   Murray Local Land Services

�n    NSW Trade & Investment, Crown Lands 
(Far West Area)

�n   NSW Rural Assistance Authority

�n   NSW Department of Primary Industries

By Rex Miller, Maurice 
Cenzato and Luke Hardy 
Legal Roads Network Project 
Land and Natural Resources 
(West Region) 
NSW Trade & Investment, 
Dubbo
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Recently, the Legal Roads Network 
team placed a statutory ad in 
Bourke’s The Western Herald about 
the replacement of the old Western 
Division Roads (WDR) system with 
the new Legal Roads Network. The 
WDR road system was initiated in 
the 1960s and was never completed 
across the Western Division. The 
identification process used in those 
days was not as technically advanced 
as the process available now to the 
Legal Roads Network Project, and 
as a result the areas defined and 
withdrawn from leases back then 
were not as accurate as can be 
defined by using modern technology. 
To enable us to establish the new 
road system we need to go through 
the statutory process of closing and 
re-opening these roads. We stress 
that no changes will be made on 
the ground, and the access to, and 
location of, these roads will not 
change.

Landholders affected by these 
roads will have received explanatory 
correspondence and a ‘Form of 

Agreement’, which they should 
return as soon as possible.

The Legal Roads Network team has 
now drawn 62 plans identifying 
over 13,000 kilometres of Shire road 
and 2500 kilometres of restricted 
easements to landlocked properties 
in the Western Division.

The project has finished capture 
of the roads and easements in 
the Unincorporated Area and in 
Central Darling, Bourke and Cobar 
Shires and is currently working 
in Wentworth Shire, where plans 
representing 70% of Wentworth 
Shire roads are either completed or 
in preparation.

We’re currently working on 
Pooncarie Rd, Tapalin Mail Rd, 
Tammit Rd, the Sturt Highway and 
southern sections of the Silver City 
Highway.

Landholders whose primary access is 
via these roads should have received 
paperwork outlining what they 
need to do to make sure that legal 
access is provided. Landholders that 
have not returned their paperwork 
should do so as soon as possible to 
make sure their access needs are 
addressed.

It’s important to remember that NSW 
Trade & Investment now requires 
legal access by way of direct access 
to the Shire road system or access 
by restricted easement to be in place 

before any consent to transfer is 
granted. Landlocked Western Lands 
Lease property holders should give 
careful thought to their preferred 
primary access location to maximise 
this opportunity.

When responding to our requests 
to identify primary access, please 
note that only existing tracks can 
be nominated and only one legal 
access will be provided per property 
unless the Commissioner agrees that 
more than one is justified. So if the 
primary access to your property is 
via another Shire road, then please 
wait until that road is the subject of 
the project’s investigation before you 
nominate your primary access.

The Project Team can’t stress 
enough the importance of easement 
applications being returned promptly 
to make sure that easements are 
created to landlocked properties. It 
won’t be possible for the Project to 
revisit these areas, and any creation 
of legal access in the future will be 
at the landholder’s expense.

The Team looks forward to your 
continued support and the timely 
return of paperwork so that an 
effective legal access system can be 
achieved in the Western Division.

Phone 02 6883 5417 or 02 6883 5436 
maurice.cenzato@crownland.nsw.gov.au 
luke.hardy@crownland.nsw.gov.au

Legal Roads Network Project

mailto:maurice.cenzato@crownland.nsw.gov.au
mailto:luke.hardy@crownland.nsw.gov.au
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New stockyards for Broken Hill

Continued from page 1

leave ready-made homes for young 
migrating rabbits from surrounding 
areas. The aim of ripping is to 
destroy the warren and in turn 
prevent reinvasion, not to kill large 
numbers of rabbits. For best results, 
sandy soils should be as dry as 
possible and ripping done in both 
directions to ensure complete 
collapse of the warren. Smoothing 
and compacting the surface after 
ripping hinders the rabbits’ ability to 
re-open a collapsed warren.

In baiting programs using 1080 or 
pindone there are some important 
considerations:

�n  Poisoning is most effective during 
the non-breeding season (when 
rabbits are less territorial and 
less tied to warrens) and feed is 
scarce. This is usually during mid- 
to late summer.

�n  The objective of poisoning is to 
remove 90% or more of rabbits 
to prevent the population from 
quickly recovering and allow 

time to implement follow-up 
control such as ripping and refuge 
destruction.

�n  All 1080 users must have chemical 
risk management training 
at Australian Qualifications 
Framework level 3 (AQF3).

�n  A minimum of three ‘free’ feeds 
(without toxin) are required before 
1080 poison bait is laid, except 
where an Authorised Control 
Officer recommends otherwise. 
Using carrots, three free feeds at 
2- or 3-day intervals are best.

�n  Dogs are highly susceptible to 
1080 poison and will readily eat 
carrots, pellet baits and carcasses 
of dead rabbits. Keep working 
dogs well fed and chained when 
they’re not working, and muzzle 
them if they are working in or 
near a baited area.

�n  Don’t dog, trap, shoot or 
otherwise disturb the rabbits in 
the area for several weeks before 
you start a baiting program.

�n  Pindone is an anticoagulant 
poison that requires at least 
two ‘free’ feeds (without toxin) 
followed by a minimum of three 
pindone feeds to kill a high 
proportion of rabbits.

When you assess the success of a 
baiting program, it’s more important 
to gauge the number of rabbits that 
remain rather than the number that 
have been destroyed. Rabbits in low 
numbers are extremely opportunistic 
and can re-establish and breed up 
in large numbers in a short period 
of time.

Establishing new pest management 
groups and continuing to support 
existing ones is a priority for 
Biosecurity Officers across Local 
Land Services. To discuss pest 
management options for rabbits or 
other declared pests in your area, 
contact your Local Land Services 
Biosecurity Officer.

Further information is available at 
www.feral.org.au or  
www.dpi.nsw.gov.au.

Broken Hill stockyards Photo by Andrew Bell

By Andrew Bell  
Senior Area Manager and 
Western Lands Commissioner 
NSW Trade & Investment, 
Crown Lands

Up until 2013, Broken Hill had 
been without stock yards since 
the demolition of the old railway 
spelling yards about 9 years ago. 
With determination and hard work 
by the Pastoralists’ Association of 
West Darling and the help of NSW 
Farmers, Crown Lands and the 
former Western LHPA, the Keith 
Allison Spelling Yards were built in 
2013.

Many of the trucks that transport 
stock nationwide travel through 
Broken Hill as part of their journeys. A 
lack of stockyards at Broken Hill meant 
that the nearest spelling yards were at 
Jamestown 300 kilometres to the west 
or Cobar 450 kilometres to the east, 

with small yards at Tibooburra 290 
kilometres to the north and Yelta 275 
kilometres to the south.

These new yards will allow livestock 
trucks to stop and unload for any 
period of time. Reasons may include 
road closures through rain, animal 

welfare needs, truck breakdowns and 
driver fatigue. The construction of 
these new yards is a testament to all 
the hard work put in by Keith Allison 
before he passed away, as well as by 
the Pastoralists’ Association of West 
Darling.

http://www.feral.org.au
http://www.dpi.nsw.gov.au/
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I’m currently studying a 
double degree (Bachelor of 
Environmental Engineering/
Bachelor of Commerce) at the 
University of New South Wales. 
I grew up on a property west of 
Bourke, and I regularly return 
to the western region for work 
during my uni breaks. From this I’ve 
developed a keen interest in water 
and flood management.  

I’m now in my final 6 months 
of study and am finalising my 
Honours thesis, which is about 
better understanding how reducing 
evaporation from farm dams can 
help Australian landholders. 

Water has played a pivotal role in the 
settlement and development of our 
nation. Water is a crucial resource 
to the agricultural industry, but with 
a changing climate and extreme 
weather events becoming more 
frequent, improving Australia’s water 
security for the future is paramount.

The ‘millennium’ drought spanning 
from early 2001 through to 

Your help needed to answer a 
survey to reduce evaporation 
from farm dams

Undergraduate engineer Eliza Mooring needs your help with a short water survey that will benefit landholders. Photos supplied by Eliza Mooring

2009 is etched in the memory 
of rural Australians. The aim of 
my study is to establish further 
water management initiatives in 
preparation for droughts. Although 
many evaporation methods, such 
as floating devices that limit surface 
area and thus reduce evaporation, 
have been explored, they’re costly 
to install. Ongoing research at the 
University of NSW is investigating 
the use of recycled materials to 
reduce evaporation by at least 
75% at near zero cost. For further 
information about this research see 
http://www.wrl.unsw.edu.au/
research-programs.

If you can answer a few questions in 
the online survey at https://www.
surveymonkey.com/s/8WRPF3B 
it would be a great help in my 
research, which will ultimately 
benefit landholders. 

Thanks in advance!

Eliza Mooring 
Undergraduate Engineer, UNSW 
e.mooring@student.unsw.edu.au

https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/8WRPF3B
https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/8WRPF3B
mailto:e.mooring@student.unsw.edu.au


Tibooburra Aerodrome is a Crown Reserve managed by 
the Tibooburra Aviation Reserve Trust. It provides essential 
aviation infrastructure to the remote communities living 
and working in the far North West corner of the State. It is 
regularly used by the Royal Flying Doctor Service and other 
emergency aircraft, and it has also been used as a base for 
the Plague Locust Commission to run spraying operations.

Since December 2014, Glenn Lackenby has taken on the 
role of Senior Reporting Officer to make sure that all Civil 
Aviation Safety Authority (CASA) Regulations are complied 

with, thus ensuring the safety of all Aerodrome users. 
Glenn is also the local Police Officer for the Tibooburra 
area, and the Reserve Trust is very pleased that he has 
decided to take on this additional role within the local 
Tibooburra community. Glenn finished an intensive CASA 
training program before Christmas, and CASA inspectors 
completed a full safety inspection at the same time.

The appointment of Glenn as Reporting Officer is one of 
many changes implemented by the Reserve Trust in the 
last few years. In May 2014 a new animal-proof fence 
was erected to make sure that aircraft users were safe 
from animal hazards, and in 2012 a full solar lighting 
replacement program was completed. Both of these 
projects have greatly improved essential infrastructure 
components at the Aerodrome.

Tibooburra Aerodrome has a new 
Senior Reporting Officer
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Sharon Hawke 
Assistant Western Lands Commissioner 
NSW Trade & Investment, Crown Lands

Uranium exploration in 
the Broken Hill region

By Jenny Ward  
Public Affairs Officer – 
Minerals, Resources & Energy 
NSW Trade & Investment  
Sydney

Following the lifting of the ban on 
uranium exploration in NSWs in 2012, 
the following six companies or groups 
have been invited to apply for uranium 
exploration licences:

�n Australian Zirconia Ltd
�n  Callabonna Resources Ltd and 

HNFL Holdings Pty Ltd
�n EJ Resources Pty Ltd
�n Hartz Rare Earths Pty Ltd
�n Iluka Resources Ltd

�n Marmota Energy Ltd.

These invitations followed an 
expression of interest process, which 
included an evaluation of the 
applicants’ capabilities across a range 
of criteria, such as environmental 
performance, technical expertise, work 
plans and financial capacity. A total of 
31 expressions of interest were received 
from exploration companies.

Exploration will enable an assessment 
to be made of the state’s uranium 
resources, as there is currently very 
little knowledge about the extent and 
distribution of uranium in NSW.

NSW Trade & Investment’s Division of 
Resources and Energy has so far received 
applications for three Exploration 
Licenses for uranium exploration over 
three different areas of the State. The 

remaining companies have until the end 
of March to submit any applications 
for consideration, and these will be 
subject to further technical, financial and 
environmental assessments.

There are 15 areas identified for 
exploration in NSW: 13 of them are in 
the far west of the State around the 
Broken Hill region, and two are in the 
state’s central west near Dubbo.

Landholders’ rights have recently been 
strengthened: the NSW Government 
has adopted all 32 recommendations 
of the Walker Arbitration Review 
and has appointed a Land and Water 
Commissioner. Exploration Licence 
holders are not allowed to enter 
land without a prior written access 
arrangement with the landholder.

A land access template and information 
package is available from  
www.resourcesandenergy.nsw.gov.au.

Exploration Licences allow for low-
impact exploration activities that don’t 
disturb the land. These activities include 
desktop research, ground reconnaissance, 
geological mapping and geophysical 
surveys. Further approvals are required for 
activities that disturb land; such activities 
are subject to strict environmental and 
water regulations. Uranium exploration 
is regulated by 13 NSW Acts and three 
Commonwealth Acts.

Safety standards in NSW are based on 
national and international standards, 
and safety systems must be in place 
to address specific circumstances 
associated with uranium exploration. 
These include the identification, 
monitoring and management of 
materials, and dust management 
through reverse-circulation drilling and 
occupational hygiene (which can be as 
simple as washing your hands).

Uranium exploration and mining 
were prohibited in NSW in 1986, but 
there have since been substantial 
improvements in the management and 
regulation of exploration activities.

Recent changes in nationally endorsed 
safety and environmental regulations 
give greater protection to workers 
on exploration sites and ensure 
high standards of environmental 
management. Uranium exploration poses 
no greater risks than exploration for 
other minerals where naturally occurring 
radioactive elements may be present.

Although the NSW Government has lifted 
the ban on uranium exploration, mining 
of uranium is still banned in this state.

For further information see http://
www.resourcesandenergy.nsw.gov.
au/miners-and-explorers/applications-
and-approvals/uranium-exploration.

http://www.resourcesandenergy.nsw.gov.au
http://www.resourcesandenergy.nsw.gov.au/miners-and-explorers/applications-and-approvals/uranium-exploration
http://www.resourcesandenergy.nsw.gov.au/miners-and-explorers/applications-and-approvals/uranium-exploration
http://www.resourcesandenergy.nsw.gov.au/miners-and-explorers/applications-and-approvals/uranium-exploration
http://www.resourcesandenergy.nsw.gov.au/miners-and-explorers/applications-and-approvals/uranium-exploration
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An Aboriginal burial eroding out of 
the upper bank of the Darling River in 
Toorale National Park, 80 kilometres 
south-west of Bourke, was discovered 
during a cultural heritage survey in 
December 2012. An onsite inspection 
by Dr Sarah Martin (an archaeologist 
from the Office of Environment and 
Heritage) and Badger Bates (a cultural 
leader from western NSW), together 
with Traditional Owners and National 
Parks and Wildlife staff, identified 
the remains as those of an Aboriginal 
person. The person had substantial 
trauma to the right side of the skull. 
This work was followed up by Philip 
Purcell (an Office of Environment and 
Heritage archaeologist), who wrote 
a report for the police. He found a 
number of skull characteristics that 
identified the remains as those of an 
Aboriginal person living a traditional 
hunter-gatherer lifestyle.

A unique discovery in 
Toorale National Park

The reburial at Toorale. Photo courtesy NPWS

It’s very rare that we see evidence of 
the way someone died by looking 
at their skeleton. People often die 
with no signs of involvement of the 
bones to help reveal what caused 
their death. Evidence of the way of 
death (through pathology or trauma) 
is often represented only in the soft 
tissue, which is very rarely preserved 
in the archaeological record.

The small number of archaeologists 
and Aboriginal people who are 
familiar with seeing Aboriginal 
skeletal remains—and who have 
seen the remains at Toorale—have 
all commented that they haven’t 
seen this kind of trauma before in 
a traditional Aboriginal burial. The 
trauma may have been caused by 
the impact of a bladed weapon, 
suggesting that the man died during 
the time of European colonisation of 
Australia.

With the approval and help of the 
Kurnu-Baakandji/Paakandji people, 
excavation of the skeleton established 
that he was an Aboriginal male, 
about 5’10’ (178 cm) tall and quite 
powerfully built. He was probably in 
his late 20s to late early 30s, had led 
a traditional lifestyle, and had been in 
fights before.

Under the guidance of Dr Michael 
Westaway, Senior Research Fellow at 
Griffith University, carbon-14 dating, 
three-dimensional imagery and CT 
scanning were done to further unravel  
the mysteries of this poor man’s demise. 
The ABC TV program Catalyst will 
present some of the findings in April.

On Saturday 31 January 2015, the 
man was reburied, with ceremony, a 
short distance from his original resting 
place alongside the Darling River.
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Many people are questioning the 
value of the good summer rains 
we’ve been receiving. 

Although there’s no doubt that these 
events can cause headaches and can 
be costly in terms of reducing the 
grazing quality of dry standing feeds 
and stubbles, as well as the need to 
control flystrike outbreaks and the 
weeds that quickly germinate, the 
real question should be: How can we 
make the most out of these summer 
rains? After all, we can’t do much 
about if, when and how much falls!

You can use numbers and statistics 
to prove just about anything you 
want, but the reality is that, in the 
southern Riverina, we do actually 
receive on average 40% of our 
annual rainfall in what many 
would call the non-growing period 
(November through to March). 
The fact that this amount can vary 
hugely—last year, for example, 
there was very little summer rain—
suggests that we need to better 
capture the potential benefits the 
rainfall can provide.

Before intensive agricultural 
development came to our area, 
the landscape was dominated by 
perennial species. Apart from trees 
and larger shrubs, these included a 
range of grasses, shrubs and forbs. 
These perennials had the ability 
to grow all year round, and they 
quickly responded to any (summer) 
rainfall.

Getting the most out of 
summer rains
By Adrian Smith  
Senior Lands Services Officer 
– Mixed Farming 
Murray Local Land Services 
Deniliquin 
Ph 03 5880 1412 or 0447 778 515  
adrian.smith@lls.nsw.gov.au

More intensive production (both 
grazing and cropping), coupled 
with poor management of these 
perennials by overgrazing or not 
spelling to allow them to recover, 
has seen the removal of much of the 
‘perenniality’ from our landscape.

For those with irrigated summer 
crops, the benefits of summer rain 
are obvious: immediately it means 
reduced irrigation demand. And 
with low water availability and the 
high cost of temporary water this 
year, there’s an immediate benefit to 
your bottom line!

For example, with many rice growers 
looking to increase the depth of 
water after panicle initiation, the 
rain has been very useful. But for 
some rice growers it may have been 
too much, and water levels could be 
too deep. A simple conversion to 

remember is that rainfall of 
10 millimetres is equivalent to 0.1 
megalitres per hectare; 50 
millimetres is 0.5 megalitres per 
hectare, and (for those under the 
right clouds) 100 millimetres is 
equivalent to 1 megalitres per 
hectare—handy savings, particularly 
as water use for rice growing has 
been running higher than average in 
the Murray Valley this year.

For those looking further ahead to 
their winter cropping programs, do 
these rainfall events provide any 
benefit? The answer is yes—provided 
that you control those summer 
weeds. A rough rule of thumb is that 
for every 10 millimetres of rainfall 
that is conserved, about one-third, or 
3 to 4 millimetres, is then available 
for the following winter crop. With 

Windmill grass responding to a recent summer storm. This palatable perennial grass provides valuable 
summer stock feed. Photo by Sally Ware

mailto:Adrian.Smith@lls.nsw.gov.au
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falls in some areas approaching 100 
millimetres recently (getting close to 
the equivalent of a ‘pre-irrigation’), 
this is ‘money in the bank’ in terms 
of starting the winter crop with 
moisture in the soil profile.

When you consider that every 
millimetre of stored soil moisture 
results in around 20 kilograms of 
wheat per hectare, or 15 kilograms 
of canola per hectare, then 
conserving 30 millimetres gives 
a yield increase of around half a 
tonne per hectare. So the value 
of conserving any summer rain 
becomes an important economic 
consideration.

How you control those weeds is 
also an issue. Chemical fallowing 
will retain the highest volume of 
soil moisture. It will also conserve 
stubbles, which reduce surface 
evaporation losses and the impact 
of heavy rainfall. Mechanical control 
will open up the soil and result in 
greater loss of moisture through 
evaporation, but in some instances 
(and for a range of reasons) it may 
be the best option.

For those with any perennial 
pastures, the results of summer rain 
will be immediate: native grasses 
such as windmill grass, white top 

and native millet will respond 
almost immediately, as will lucerne.

Although we don’t know precisely 
how much dry matter the native 
grasses produce, we do know 
that the feed they produce is 
highly digestible, is typically high 
in protein, and is generally very 
nutritious. 

The situation with lucerne in our 
environment is very similar: we 
know that the feed produced is 
high in protein and very nutritious. 
Depending on the amount of 
rainfall received, a good dryland 
stand in our area will produce 
dry matter at over 3 tonnes per 
hectare. Added to this is the benefit 
that lucerne will fix nitrogen into 
the soil (and the more dry matter 
produced, the more nitrogen fixed) 
and will compete against summer 
weeds (particularly heliotrope). So 
the benefits of including lucerne 
as part of your farming system 
become very apparent. Certainly, 
producers need to be aware of the 
risks of grazing lucerne (such as 
bloat in cattle and redgut in sheep), 
but appropriate management 
will offset many of the potential 
downsides.

Other grazing species worth 
considering in our environment are 
the forage shrubs, like saltbush. 
Although their responses to rain 
may not be as immediate as 

Are you ready to fox bait?
FREE FREE FREE Training

Tuesday 31 March - Hay 

Riverina 
Local Land Services 

www.lls.riverina.nsw.gov.au

PINDONE and 1080 User Accreditation
The course provides the required documentation to purchase and 
use Pindone and 1080 products for the purpose of farm vertebrate 
pest control.  The course is an alternative to completing the entire 
AQF 3 Chemical User Certificate.  Card is valid for 5 years. 

Register your interest with:
Suzie Holbery
Biosecurity Officer
0427 592 322 or suzie.holbery@lls.nsw.gov.au

those of pasture species, these 
forage shrubs, because of their 
generally deeper root systems, 
can make longer-term use of any 
large rainfall events that fill up the 
deeper soil profile. Although many 
of the forage shrubs on their own 
don’t make up a balanced diet 
for sheep or cattle (saltbush, for 
example, is high in protein but low 
in energy), when they’re used in 
conjunction with standing feed or 
other forms of roughage they can 
be an excellent source of nutrition, 
at least to maintain the condition 
of livestock.

One of the quandaries around 
the forage shrubs—saltbush in 
particular—is that there is quite a 
divergence in the value producers 
(and others) see in them. Some see 
them as the ‘silver bullet’ in terms 
of the forage they can produce 
(particularly in dry times), whereas 
others see them as a waste of time 
and money. The real value of forage 
shrubs lies somewhere between 
these two extremes: they’re 
simply one part of a balanced diet 
consumed by livestock.

Once you do have perennials in 
your farming system, it’s important 
to retain them, because they can 
be expensive to establish. This is a 
whole other topic on its own, but it’s 
essential that perennials—whether 
they be lucerne, native grasses or 
forage shrubs—be given the chance 
to recover, regrow, set seed or build 
up root reserves. The quickest way 
to remove them from the system is 
to overgraze them. Managing them 
correctly is essential.

So what’s the take-home message? 
Whatever your view of these 
summer rainfall events, the bottom 
line is that they do occur and will 
continue to do so. They can be 
extremely variable within localities 
and from year to year, but they do 
contribute, on average, a significant 
part of the annual rainfall in our 
region. The real trick for producers 
lies in making the most out of them!
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Across the Murray region small 
groups of sheep farmers are 
meeting in shearing sheds for 
what has been called ‘the best 
thing to happen to the sheep 
industry in 20 years’. And when 
sheep farmers are saying this, you 
know it must be good!

Since it started in 2010, the Sheep 
CRC’s Lifetime Ewe Management 
course has had an envious track 
record of increasing on-farm 
productivity and profitability. These 
results include increasing lamb-
marking percentages by 10% 
to 14%, increasing farm profit 
annually by up to $10 per ewe, and 
decreasing ewe mortality by 43%.

What makes the Lifetime Ewe 
Management course different from 
other agriculture-related courses and 
workshops?

‘Its ability to take the practical and 
proven aspects from the last 30 years 

of research and present it in a way 
farmers can relate to and apply to 
their own enterprise is unique’, says 
Murray Local Land Services Livestock 
Officer Gen Reardon.

The course also has a long list of 
supporting farmers.

‘I reckon it’s the best course I have 
done in 20 plus years because it’s 
hands on, practical and relevant 
to my day-to-day application and, 
importantly, profitable—it relates to 
your own enterprise straight away’, 
says Wanganella sheep breeder Colin 
McCrabb.

Mr McCrabb, along with his wife 
Amanda, operates Avenel Merino 
Stud at Wanganella. Colin has 
completed Year 2 of Lifetime Ewe 
Management and feels it was well 
worth the time and money.

David McDonald from Barham, 
NSW, is another course advocate. Mr 

McDonald has started the second 
year of the course and has used 
what he’s learned to improve his 
supplementary feeding program, 
especially as the cost of irrigation 
increases.

‘I knew the changes had to be 
made—I just needed the technical 
and practical assistance and outside 
guidance to make those changes’, 
Mr McDonald says.

Under the guidance of the course 
educator, farmers discuss individual 
options with other landholders 
in their group, and this can make 
all the difference. ‘Getting the 
experiences of people in your group 
as they make the changes has been 
a big help’, says Mr McDonald.

The groups of just four to six local 
farmers meet six times during the 
year, and this works well. According 

Training course the ‘best thing 
to happen to the sheep industry 
in 20 years’

Continued on page 10

Colin McCrabb checking a mob of ewes and lambs on his property ‘Avenel’, Wanganella, NSW. Photo by Genevieve Reardon
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to Mr McDonald, ‘Having a small 
group where you can discuss options 
and develop a better relationship 
with the group is good’.

Throughout the course, the 
landholders each monitor a mob 
of their ewes over the 12 months, 
honing their skills in condition-
scoring, pasture management and 
other best-management practices to 
increase lambing percentages and 
wool or meat production. ‘Without 
condition scoring you don’t know 
where you’re at—the course shows 
you where you need to go’, says Mr 
McCrabb.

Lifetime Ewe Management also 
gives landholders a chance to 
discuss any looming management 
issues such as dry conditions or 
unexpected health issues.

‘We can address issues specific to 
our environment and our enterprise 
structures’, Mr McCrabb says. ‘It’s 
been a great opportunity to interact 
and discuss matters with neighbours 
and like-minded, local people’.

Last year the McCrabbs had their 
lowest-ever mortality rate, which Mr 
McCrabb attributes to being able 
to better manage the nutritional 
requirements of his flock.

‘Year one of Lifetime Ewe helped us 
better understand the physiology of 
our lambs from birth to weaning, 

Continued from page 9 and make a better milk–pasture diet 
transition’, he says.

The course takes simple concepts 
and combines them with the 
landholder’s existing knowledge, 
so it’s well suited to new people 
starting out, as well as to the older 
generation who have a wealth of 
experience but may not be up with 
the latest research.

‘My dad came along just for interest 
and he loved it—it was all the stuff 
he knows but the instructor had the 
figures to back it up and explain it’, 
Mr McCrabb says.

The participants look at current 
management techniques and 
associated costs, compared with 
what they could be getting by simply 
tweaking existing practices such 
as joining periods or dates, or the 
timing of moving sheep into the next 
paddock.

‘Many of the benefits are minor 
management changes that 
landholders can make on-farm 
without a lot of, or any, new 
financial investment’, says Ms 
Reardon. ‘Lifetime Ewe Management 
brings the last 20 years’ research 
right into the landholders’ sheep 
yards in a real and practical way that 
makes sense to the landholders.’

The course is heavily subsidised by 
Australian Wool Innovation, and 
Murray Local Land Services has 
helped the Central Murray Bestwool/
Bestlamb group, the Southern 

Riverina Sheep Breeders group and 
the new Central Murray Ag group 
by supporting over 50 landholders to 
complete the first year of the course.

Importantly, the course relates back 
to dollars and cents: knowing how 
to get the entire mob at the right 
condition score, at the right time, 
can substantially increase lambing 
percentages. Knowing key mortality 
triggers helps landholders to 
understand how to get more lambs on 
the ground and keep them alive.

Colin McCrabb says that the greatest 
improvements in production from 
his sheep have come from minor 
management changes. ‘Just running 
your hand over half a dozen up 
the race, you really know what’s 
happening as opposed to just looking 
and guessing.’

‘The ability to plan ahead gives you a 
clear focus on decision making’, says 
David McDonald.

For further information on Lifetime 
Ewe Management Courses call 
Rural Industries Skill Training (RIST) 
on (03) 5573 0943 or visit  
www.rist.com.au. (Subsidised 
funding is running out fast!)

In the Murray region contact 
Genevieve (Gen) Reardon at 
Murray Local Land Services on 0409 
077 254 or 02 6051 2253, or email  
genevieve.reardon@lls.nsw.gov.au.

Welcome to all the new readers of the Western Newsletter.  

The Newsletter has been produced over many years by various state agricultural agencies and distributed to landholders in western NSW.  
With an increased readership distribution, the Newsletter is now also being mailed to landholders in areas other than the far west.

If you do not wish to receive the Newsletter or you need to update your details, please complete the following and return it to: 

Sally Ware, Editor, Western Newsletter, PO Box 182, Hay, NSW 2711 or fax to (02) 6993 1522 or email sally.ware@lls.nsw.gov.au

o��Please change my details     o��Please remove me from the mailing list

Name:

Original address:         Postcode:

New address:          Postcode:

Contact number:

http://www.rist.com.au
mailto:genevieve.reardon@lls.nsw.gov.au
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Mentoring program encourages 
landscape resilience
Local Land Services Western Region 
is working in partnership with Soils 
For Life and the Rotary Club of 
Sydney to deliver the Western Division 
Resilient Landscapes Project, which 
has been designed to lead innovative 
development and change in land 
management in the Western Division.

Modelled on the successful Western 
Innovators Program, which was 
developed in 2011, the program aims 
to support landholders who want 
to implement new management 
approaches but need practical guidance 
through peer-to-peer mentoring for the 
management of their properties.

Team Leader – Ag Extension and 
Rangelands Grazing, Gemma Turnbull, 
says that the goal of the program is 
to establish partnerships between 
experienced mentors and positive, 
forward-thinking landholders who 
can adopt and establish sustainable 
land management practices to build 
production and resilience into their 
landscapes and enterprises.

‘The program engages innovative 
Western Local Region land managers 
in a bid to pass on their skills and 
knowledge through a structured process 
that focuses on developing property 
management systems’, says Ms Turnbull.

‘Implementing new approaches to 
management can be technically 
challenging and financially daunting, 
especially when dealing with large 
properties in a variable climate. Mentors 
can provide new ideas and decision 
frameworks to help progressive 
landholders to move forward.’

Ms Turnbull said that participants taking 
part in the program generally wanted 
to adopt innovative rotational grazing 
systems or changes in enterprise 
direction that would achieve improved 
sustainability and viability.

‘The program highlights the value 
of clear business direction and 
management tools such as property 
planning and feed budgeting. The 

mentors engaged by the program will 
visit participants on their properties to 
discuss the key pillars of the program 
and maintain regular contact to ensure 
that progress remains on track over a 
12-month period’, she says.

Landholders Glenn and Julie Humbert 
of Gurrawarra Station, in the Bourke 
region, have transformed their property 
after taking part in the Western 
Innovators program in 2011.

According to Glenn, the benefits of being 
in the program have been immense.

‘We now holistically manage a grazing 
enterprise using livestock to regenerate 
the landscape through planned grazing. 
Through the program we created 60 
paddocks’, he says.

‘We were able to bring our “innovative 
idea” to life through the support and 
guidance of our mentor.

‘My advice to other landholders 
looking to change the way they 
operate their grazing enterprise and 
business is to take control, utilise 
the experience of the mentors in the 
program to help bring your innovation 
to life, and remember that the mentors 
are only there to guide you. They’re 
not the decision-makers—you are.’

As part of the Western Division Resilient 
Landscapes Project, Soils for Life has 
already conducted two Western region 
case studies showcasing progressive 
farmers whose practices are adding 
resilience to their properties. To read the 
case studies and for further information 
on the project, visit www.soilsforlife.
org.au/western-division-project.

If you’re interested in taking part 
in the program as a mentor or 
participant, please visit  
www.western.lls.nsw.gov.au or 
phone 02 6872 2144.

Gilgunnia Station is one of two properties in the Western Region that have been documented in a case 
study to illustrate what can be achieved through progressive farming. Photo supplied by Western LLS

Ashley McMurtrie of Gilgunnia Station near Cobar explaining to John Leggett of Soils for Life (back to 
camera) how he has converted a bare claypan into perennial pasture. Photo supplied by Western LLS

http://www.soilsforlife.org.au/western-division-project
http://www.soilsforlife.org.au/western-division-project
http://www.western.lls.nsw.gov.au
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The scale and impact of increasing 
pressure from goat populations in 
western NSW can’t be understated. 
For the past 20 years, goat density 
estimates have been surveyed 
each year as part of the Kangaroo 
Management Plan run by the NSW 
Office of Environment and Heritage. 
These surveys have provided sobering 

evidence of the rate of increase 
in grazing pressure from goats in 
western NSW. Over this period, goat 
densities have steadily increased from 
a maximum of 6 per square kilometre 
in 1993 to more than 30 per square 
kilometre in 2013 in some areas 
such as the Ivanhoe district. From 
2003 (the start of the Millennium 
Drought) onwards, the incidence of 
goat densities above 10.0 per square 
kilometre has steadily increased. If 
this trend persists, goat numbers can 
be expected to be between 6 and 11 
million in western NSW in 10 years’ 
time—two to four times the current 
numbers.

The recent survey results highlight 
the growing issue of managing 
total grazing pressure, or TGP (the 
pressure from combined domestic, 
native and feral animal populations). 
Incentive funding from Western Local 
Land Services has targeted activities 
to increase ground cover by using 
exclusion fencing. A soon-to-be-
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completed research project has been 
examining the effect of managing 
total grazing pressure with fencing, 
and its influence on ground cover 
and biodiversity. The study has found 
that, in western NSW, managing TGP 
combined with rotational grazing 
increases the ground cover at all sites. 
In some cases perennial ground cover 
has increased by 30%, and there has 
been a 20% reduction in the amount 
of bare ground. There have also been 
significant increases in the number of 
plant species in paddocks where TGP 
is managed. Increases in ground cover 
and biodiversity have been achieved in 
paddocks where goats, cattle or mixed 
enterprises have been managed inside 
areas fenced to exclude TGP.

It’s not clear which factors have been 
directly involved in the increases in 
goat density, but reduced competition 
because of reduced numbers of 
domestic livestock and rabbits during 
the Millennium Drought (and, in 
the case of rabbits, because of the 

Dr Cathy Waters  
Senior Research Scientist  
NSW Department of Primary 
Industries, Trangie

Dr Peter Fleming  
Principal Research Scientist  
NSW Department of Primary 
Industries, Orange

Lynette McLeod  
PhD Candidate  
University of New England, 
Armidale

Goat numbers skyrocket: what 
can we do?

Three predictions for future trends in feral goat populations, assuming 1) a stable population (no changes in reproduction or death rates); or estimates based 
on goat numbers averaged over 2) 1993–2013; and 3) 1999–2013.
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effectiveness of the rabbit calicivirus) 
could have contributed to these 
increases. In addition, the number 
of goats being managed for meat 
production is unknown but may also 
be contributing to the increases in 
goat numbers. 

Given the expected rate of increase 
in goat numbers in future years, 
it’s important to use TGP fencing 
to help spell paddocks. The co-

benefits of increases in ground 
cover and biodiversity suggest that 
combining rotational grazing with TGP 
exclusion fencing is the current best 
management practice and provides 
part of the solution to dealing with 
the increases in grazing pressure 
across western NSW. 

These results also suggest that Western 
Local Land Services’ incentive funding 
to increase ground cover through 
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management of TGP is a move toward 
achieving targets for increased ground 
cover in western NSW.

This project was funded by the 
Australian Government Department of 
Agriculture’s Carbon Farming Futures 
Filling the Research Gap program and 
by the NSW Department of Primary 
Industries (Agriculture NSW and 
Western Local Land Services). 

Goat density estimates for 1-degree survey blocks in western NSW, 1993 to 2013
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A meeting of the Western Lands Advisory 
Council (WLAC, or ‘the Council’) was 
held at Cobar on 18 October 2014. Justin 
McClure was welcomed as the newly 
appointed Council member representing 
the Western Local Land Services, and 
Des Jones was congratulated on his 
reappointment as the member representing 
the NSW Aboriginal Land Council.

The following captures the main business 
associated with this meeting. Many 
reports were presented throughout the 
agenda discussions. Readers are advised 
that copies of reports given to the WLAC 
may be kept in the Western Lands 
Commission Office at Dubbo; if so, they 
can be sourced by readers if requested.

Presentations by 
invited speakers
Bourke Rural Financial 
Counselling Service
Ms Sharon Knight (Executive Officer / 
Rural Financial Counsellor) and Mr John 
Beer (Rural Financial Counsellor), from 
the Bourke Rural Financial Counselling 
Service (BRFCS), provided an overview of 
the current state of seasonal conditions. 
They also commented on the current 
programs available for businesses and 
their suitability and effectiveness.

The main points of discussion were:

 n  The Bureau of Meteorology’s Rainfall 
Deficiency Map (found at www.
bom.gov.au/climate/ada) depicts 
1-in-20-year and 1-in-10-year rainfall 
deficiencies (being 5% and 10% or 
less, respectively, than the long-term 
average rainfall) over the last 2 years. 
Rainfall deficiency is a rolling average, 
so maps are constantly changing. 
Severe areas (i.e. with 1-in-20-year 
rainfall deficiency) were based around 
Walgett, Lightning Ridge, Goodooga 
and Bourke, with an isolated area west 
of White Cliffs around Mutawintji 

National Park. Federal Government 
assistance (e.g. Drought Concessional 
Loans) is based partly on this map. 
The mapping generally averages 
out rainfall over a 2-year period but 
retains the ability to show anomalies 
(e.g. the current 1-in-100-year rainfall 
deficiency around Weilmoringle).

 n  LLS Rangers and Biosecurity Officers 
provide ground truthing to make sure 
the rainfall deficiency mapping is both 
accurate and reliable. This involves 
monthly interviews of producers.

 n  Clients of the BRFCS are towards the 
lower percentile of income/debt.

 n  The Federal Government provided 
$10.75 million in social and mental 
health funding, which had to be spent 
by 10 December 2014, primarily to 
help run community programs and 
events. There was little or no provision 
of practical clinical mental health 
services for the rural sector.

 n  The Rural Flying Doctor Service has 
recently been making mental health 
visits and running mental health clinics 
in the Far West Area.

 n  There was an update on progress with 
the current national review of the 
Rural Financial Counselling Service.

Rural Resilience Program
Ms Sarah Goulden, who was very recently 
appointed to the newly created position 
of Rural Resilience Officer (based at 
Bourke with the Department of Primary 
Industries), provided an overview of the 
rural resilience program in Western NSW.

Sarah occupies one of four state-wide 
positions, with Danny Byrnes (based at 
Hay) being the other officer to service the 
western half of the state. Sarah covers 
Cobar, Bourke, Brewarrina, Walgett, 
Wanaaring, and an eastern portion of the 
Unincorporated Area.

Temporary Rural Resilience Officer 
positions are to be established in Broken 
Hill, Tamworth, Dubbo, and Goulburn.

The role of Rural Resilience Officers is to 
provide rural/agricultural support (rather 
than support for urban businesses), 
with the main focus being at the rural 
community level to support financial 

stability, mental wellbeing, community 
connectivity, resilience and recovery 
following adverse events, such as 
droughts and floods.

Topics led by Advisory 
Council members
Prevailing drought conditions were 
discussed by all members:

 n  The area of the Western Division 
east of Bourke, through Brewarrina 
and Lightning Ridge to Walgett and 
Collarenebri, and in a north–south 
direction from the Queensland border 
south for about 150 kilometres, is now 
in its third year of significant below 
average rainfall.

 n  Surface water shortages are being 
experienced in scattered locations 
throughout the Western Division. 
This is of greatest concern where no 
groundwater sources or river water 
access is available.

Jill Fessey, as the Independent Lessee 
member, led a discussion on the 
opportunities for building positive 
mental health outcomes by developing 
a support package for regular upgrading 
of information and communications 
technology assets, which are essential 
tools for running farm businesses.

 n  From this discussion, a small group 
was formed to explore an appropriate 
strategy to make progress in this 
initiative, including by identifying the 
need for such assets.

Greg Markwick, Regional Director of 
Primary Industries, provided an update 
on the camel eradication efforts around 
Byrock. The main points of discussion were:

 n  The efforts of the WLAC have resulted 
in a constructive program to allow 
unmanaged camels to be eradicated.

 n  The NSW Government has taken 
the initiative to develop a proposed 
Local Lands Services (Feral Dromedary 
Camel) Pest Control Order 2014, which 
was open for public consultation for 
28 days.

 n  This Order allows for a camel 
eradication program to be 

Communiqué from the Western 
Lands Advisory Council
By Geoff Wise  
Chairperson 
Western Lands Advisory Council

http://www.bom.gov.au/climate/ada
http://www.bom.gov.au/climate/ada
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implemented where camels 
are considered to be pests. The 
legislation simultaneously provides a 
mechanism for privately owned and 
constrained camels to be held under 
responsible management.

 n  Project funding to initiate an 
eradication program in the Byrock 
district has been secured, and a Project 
Team is now in place. Significant 
progress with eradication is expected 
in early 2015.

 n  Our Council urges that a proactive 
media plan be developed and 
rolled out, explaining the need 
for shootings and the reasons or 
justifications why, as well as the 
humane process to be used.

Ray Scott, a NSW Farmers 
representative, led a discussion on 
current Total Grazing Pressure issues, 
including the impact of kangaroos. The 
main points of discussion were:

 n  There are 17 million kangaroos in 
the managed zones of NSW. The 
current annual quota is 2.7 million, 
but as of mid-October 2014 only 
375,000 (14% of the quota) had 
been taken up, most likely because 
of a small market. Furthermore, a 
very small number of shoot-and-let-
lie tags have been issued.

 n  In the Western Division, there are 
an estimated 12.5 million grey and 
red kangaroos (not including euros), 
compared with 3.5 million goats and 
2.5 million sheep.

 n  For effective kangaroo management 
there is a need for (a) the development 
of better markets for both meat 
and skins, (b) the opening up of the 
current licencing process, and (c) 
the ability to use kangaroo meat in 
dog/fox baiting without the need to 
go through the current commercial 
licencing system.

 n  The current Biodiversity Review 
by the Office of Environment 
and Heritage includes parts of 
legislation associated with wildlife 
management and licencing.

 n  Progress needs to be made in research 
into fertility control in kangaroos, as 
shooting will not achieve the required 
outcomes to manage them. Members 
were advised that this is happening 
with regard to eastern grey kangaroos, 
but it will likely be 5 years or more 
until the research results are known.

Cameron Ricketts, representing Mineral 
Resources and Energy, provided an update 

on mineral resources developments, 
including the State Wide Mineral 
Resources Audit and uranium exploration.

Andrew Bell, Western Lands 
Commissioner, spoke on a written report 
that included updates on the Legal Roads 
Network Project and the Western Division 
Range Condition Assessment Program.

Andrew also reported on behalf of the 
Wild Dog Destruction Board (WDDB), thus:

 n  The WDDB is to retain the rate of 4.5 
cents per hectare for 2015. (This has 
remained the same since 2003.)

 n  $685,000 has been approved by the 
WDDB for significant fencing works 
programs for 2015. This will involve 
fencing through Paroo River channels, 
and clay capping of five or six sandhills 
along the South Australian fence, 
with associated replacement of foot 
netting. The fence is not in poor 
condition, but following the recovery 
from the recent natural disasters there 
is now a need to focus on fencing and 
associated upgrades.

 n  Mr Tony Mayo has resigned from 
the position he has served in for the 
last 9 years as Operations Manager 
of the NSW Wild Dog Barrier Fence. 
Tony has been praised for his high 
standard of management in the role, 
including implementing best practice 
standards for workplace health and 
safety and fencing practices.

Des Jones, the NSW Aboriginal Lands 
Council (ALC) representative, advised that:

 n  The Aboriginal Land Rights 
Amendment Bill 2014 was passed by 
the NSW Parliament’s Upper House on 
4 November 2014.

 n  The NSW ALC is now undertaking 
its own economic development 
program, with $16 million allocated 
towards relevant programs proposed 
by Local ALCs.

 n  Co-management of Taroo Lands and 
Mutawintji National Park continues 
to occur with the NPWS.

Justin McClure, Local Lands Services 
representative, advised that:

 n  The Western Local Land Services’ 
strength lies in meshing sustainable 
agriculture with natural resource 
management, both of which are 
a must for appropriate use and 
management of western NSW’s 
rangelands.

In my Chairperson’s report, I advised that, 
in relation to weather radar stations:

 n  During a recent meeting I had with 
a Senior Policy Advisor to the Hon. 

Barnaby Joyce MP (Federal Minister for 
Agriculture) I raised the need for an 
expansion of the weather radar station 
network across western NSW.

 n  Our Council has been actively lobbying 
for this, together with lobbying by 
other groups such as the Orana 
Regional Organisation of Councils.

 n  Additionally, I received a phone call 
from Member of Parliament Sussan 
Ley’s office on this matter, and I was 
advised that she would take this 
proposal up with the Hon. Greg Hunt 
MP (Federal Minister for Environment).

Personal issues
Ray Scott, NSW Farmers representative, 
advised that this would be his last 
meeting. He placed on record his thanks 
for the support and efforts of WLAC 
members, and he found the WLAC 
to be very productive. Ray wished the 
WLAC all the best for the future.

Council members acknowledged Ray’s 
past and current contributions and track 
record, including his long and outstanding 
involvement in the Western Division 
Council of the NSW Farmers Association 
and Balranald Shire Council, and as a 
Member of the Lower Murray Catchment 
Management Board, just to name a few.

As Chair I advised that Ms Katie Davies 
is to replace Ray on 1 December 2014 
as a member representing the NSW 
Farmers Association.

Actions from the 
meeting
Ten letters have been written, including six 
to various politicians on topics including:

 n  the need for ongoing assistance in the 
prevailing drought-affected areas

 n  the need for targeted mental health 
services in the Western Division

 n  support for retention of the current 
regime for governance of Rural 
Counselling Services

 n   support for the implementation of the 
Rural Resilience Program

 n  seeking support for Information and 
Communication Technology training

 n  thanks for the actions taken to allow 
for eradication of feral camels

 n  appreciation for the role performed by 
Tony Mayo as Operations Manager of 
the NSW Wild Dog Barrier Fence.



p16 Western Newsletter

What can we do for you?
 n  Create opportunities to 

connect you with others in 
farming communities as well 
as support services.

 n  Provide information, tools and 
development opportunities 
that build your skills, 
knowledge and experience.

 n  Support you and your family 
while recovering from adverse 
events and help you prepare 
for the future.

 n  Listen to your farming needs 
and issues and communicate 
these to policy-makers.

Current activities:
 n  Support services: connecting 

farming communities to support 
services and trusted information 
sources.

 n  Viable farming futures: 
supporting initiatives that 
strengthen individual, community 
and business planning.

 n  Farming networks: strengthening 
networks and supporting 
opportunities to learn from others.

 n  Preparedness and recovery: 
assisting farming families following 
natural disasters and helping them 
adapt to adverse events.

 n  Events and training: working 
with partners to deliver 
workshops and events that 
build personal wellbeing, 
leadership and business skills 
and knowledge.

 n  Research: engaging in research 
to inform policies and planning.

The Rural Resilience team works 
across rural NSW with a range of 
stakeholders to build resilience 
in farming communities. The 
Program also includes additional 
part-time Rural Support Workers 
who are contacted to meet 
specific farming community 
needs related to adverse events.

Rural Resilience Program

Some of the Rural Resilience team at a recent meeting with the Minister. Left to right: Danny Byrnes (Hay), Robyn Walters (Walgett), Minister for 
Agriculture Katrina Hodgkinson, Liane Corocher (Tocal) and Sarah Goulden (Bourke). Photo supplied by NSW Department of Primary Industries

Rural Resilience Officers
Bourke  Sarah Goulden 0418113781

Coffs Harbour Jen Haberecht 0400160287

Goulburn Mark Robertson 0429158388

Hay  Danny Byrnes 0400374258

Tocal  Liane Corocher 0427188643

Rural Support Workers
Broken Hill Ellen Day 0427639761

Goulburn Ted O’Kane 0427781514

Dubbo  James Leigo 0419110714

Walgett  Robyn Walters 0438082731

Scone  Caroline Hayes 0407971675





‘Shear Stories’ short story 
competition and writers’ forum

This is a national competition. 
It’s an opportunity to craft an 
experience, a memory, or a 
character into a written story that 
can communicate, entertain, or 
document history, as well as to 
earn a substantial reward. Simple 
rules for the competition are as 
follows:

�n   Subject matter of stories must 
have a link to the bush, shearing, 
or the world of sheep and wool. 
The story may be drawn from 
real life and real events; it may 
be biographical in nature; or it 
may be fictional and based on the 
imagination.

�n   Multiple entries from individuals 
are welcomed.

�n  Entry is free.

�n   All entries are to be accompanied 
by a signed declaration stating 
that the work is original and 
unpublished, and that the writer 
has not earned more than 
$10,000 from writing in the last 
12 months.

�n   Entries are to be submitted, 
preferably electronically, by 
30 March 2015 to Shear Outback.

�n   Short-listed stories will be the 
property of Shear Outback and 
may be published in the Shear 
Outback Newsletter or other 
publications associated with Shear 
Outback.

Winners will be announced after 
the ‘Shear Stories’ Writers’ Forum 
at the Festival.

The Writers’ Forum will be held in 
an informal atmosphere where all 
those interested in books, writing, 
and bush history are invited to sit 
down with a group of people who 
have achieved success in the world of 
publishing. It will be an opportunity 
to hear the personal accounts of how 
these writers came to bring shearing 
characters and outback shearing 
sheds alive on the printed page. Enjoy 
listening to:

�n  Shearer Denis McIntosh tell his own 
story of how he wrote ‘Beaten by 
a Blow’ and changed his life to 
become one of Penguin’s star writers

�n  Evan McHugh relate the secrets 
behind his prolific publishing career 
in the bush, including his new work 
‘The Shearers’

�n  Rory O’Malley explain how he 
came to research strikes and 
wide-comb disputes for his work 
‘Mateship and Moneymaking’

�n  Freda Marnie Nicholls tell about her 
career as farmer and writer, most 
recently writing the story of shearer 
Hugh Tindall in ‘Back of Beyond’

�n  Valerie Hobson AO, who has 
documented the lives of shearers 
of Western Australia in ‘Across the 
Board’

�n  Geoff Barrett, whose publication 
‘The Inspirational Board’ profiles 
Australia’s leading shearers

�n  Bernie Walker, well-known 
shearing historian, whose 
recent book ‘A Test for the Best’ 
documents the Golden Shears 
competition era

�n  Ken Prato’s descriptions of a 
shearer’s thought processes in 
‘Sheepshit on the Brain’

�n  Martin Auldist, a leading 
contributor to RM Williams’s 
‘Outback’ magazine

�n  Andrew Chapman, Australia’s 
best-loved photographer of the 
shearing industry, who will try to 
justify that a picture is worth a 
thousand words.

The Writers’ Forum will be held at 
2 pm on Easter Saturday, 4 April, 
at Shear Outback, Hay. It will be 
followed by a dinner at which the 
winners of the ‘Shear Stories’ short 
story competition will be announced. 

Contact Shear Outback  
on 02 6993 4000, or call  
Ian Auldist 02 6993 1092  

for more information.
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There are three entry categories:
1. Open age category 1000 to 5000 words.  

Prize $1000

2. Secondary school (age 12 to 18 years). 1000-word limit.  
Prize $200

3. Primary school (age 5 to 12 years) 500-word limit.  
Prize $100

The theme for the 2015 Shear Outback Festival of the Blades at Hay, NSW, at Easter 
2015 is the documentation of shearing history, culture and characters. To encourage 

people to write about this unique industry, Shear Outback will stage writing workshops, 
discussions with published writers, book promotions, and a short story competition.






