
 

 

 

 

Level 3 Understanding J BAS score 
for Johne’s disease in cattle 
Johne’s disease risk is just one part of a Farm Biosecurity Plan. This document 
should be used in conjunction with the Level 1 and 2 plans developed by 
Northern Tablelands Local Land Services. 
The purpose of this document is to assist you to develop the component of your Farm Biosecurity Plan 
to meet your (Johne’s Beef Assurance Score) J BAS requirements to move cattle into markets where 
specific Johne’s disease requirements exist (such as interstate). 

Specific requirements of your plan. 
Manage the introduction and movement of livestock in a way that minimises the risk of introducing or spreading Johne’s Disease. 

ISSUE COMMENT 
LEVEL OF 

NTLLS PLAN 
Y/N 

Beef Johne’s disease assurance score 

Request the beef Johne’s disease assurance score of the 
cattle being bought. Aim for equivalent or higher score 
(lower risk). 
Retain records. 

Level 3 

Biosecurity Plan. You have one but does the 
herd you are purchasing cattle from have a 
Biosecurity Plan? 

Does the property of origin have a Biosecurity Plan? 
What are the specifics of Johne’s disease management 
on the source property, and how do they match my own 
standards? 
If their standards aren’t as high as yours they are a risk. 

Level 3 

Dairy risk for beef industry 

Have the cattle had (potential) exposure to dairy animals 
or land? 
The dairy assurance score for dairy cattle or dairy-cross 
animals is equivalent in terms of risk to the beef Johne’s 
disease assurance score. 

Level 3 

Johne’s disease in sheep risk 

Have the cattle had exposure to sheep or land which may 
be Johne’s disease infected? 
What is the status of the sheep (MAP/infected/ 
unknown)? 
Are the animals from a Regional Biosecurity Plan area 
for Johne’s disease in sheep? What is the sheep Johne’s 
disease vaccination (Gudair®) history? 

Level 3 

Johne’s disease risk on source property 

Is there a history of Johne’s disease infection on the 
source property? 
Is there a history of introduction of cattle from a herd 
where infection has been confirmed? 
Are the cattle vaccinated with Silirum®? 

Level 3 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   
 

  

  

 

 

 

 

  

 
 

ISSUE COMMENT 
LEVEL OF 

NTLLS PLAN 
Y/N 

Neighbours (strays) 

Assess potential risk and treat accordingly on 
case-by-case basis. 
Affected waterways have been found to spread 
Johne’s disease. Potential sources of manure or effluent, 
including cross boundary waterways, identified and the 
risk treated to minimise spreading infection. 

Level 3 

Boundary fences Regular inspection and maintenance to keep stock-proof. Level 2 

Cattle Health Declaration (CHD) and NVD All purchases should be accompanied by a CHD which 
should be retained (for at least 5 years). 

Level 2 
Cattle 

Investigate ill health in stock Any suspect clinical cases investigated. Level 2 

Manage Johne’s disease risk from sheep 
and goats 

Determine the Johne’s disease status of sheep or goats 
on the property (on farm testing or abattoir monitoring). 

Before purchasing stock, you will need to assess your individual 

Johne’s disease risk requirement. 


This will vary from enterprise to enterprise. For example, a stud 

farm may be particularly focussed on ensuring they do not 

purchase Johne’s disease infected cattle.
 

Appendix 1. Johne’s Beef Assurance Score 
The Johne’s Beef Assurance Score (J BAS) is a risk profiling tool 
developed for use in the new approach to Johne’s disease in beef 
cattle. 

Transitional arrangements until 30 June 2017 
•	 CattleMAP MN1, MN2 & MN3 herds to Level 8 

•	 CattleMAP herds with a history of clinical disease due to 
sheep strain go to an appropriate level depending on the 
time since the last clinical case was recorded 

•	 Free Zone herds to Level 8** 

•	 Protected Zone herds to Level 7** 

•	 Beef Only to Level 7** 

•	 Beef Protected Area beef herds to Level 7** 

Maintenance arrangements 
•	 All levels (excluding 0) 

» Establish property Biosecurity Plan within 12 months, 
or lapse to Level 0 

» Maintain Biosecurity Plan 

» Investigate and resolve all suspect cases 

•	 Level 8 

» Overseen by veterinary advisor (annual review) 


» Triennial check test 


•	 Level 7 

» Overseen by veterinary advisor (annual review) 


» Triennial check test 


•	 Level 6 

»	 If previous infection then all high-risk animals 

identified and removed 


•	 Level 4 

»	 If previous infection then all high-risk animals identified 
and removed 

Herds previously in the Beef Protected Area NSW qualify as a 
“Beef Only” herd and will commence with a J BAS score of 7. 
To maintain score 7 the producer must implement an on Farm 
Biosecurity Plan, supervised by a veterinary adviser, within the 
12 months to 30 June 2017 and conduct a triennial check Test 
(with negative results). The herd does need to have an on Farm 
Biosecurity Plan for a minimum of 5 years to stay at score 7, 
however existing state/territory control systems are counted 
towards this requirement. 

Where a herd has a J BAS score of 7 or 8 for the transitional 
period but the owner does not wish to undertake check testing or 
employ a veterinary adviser to supervise their on Farm Biosecurity 
Plan, they can maintain a score of 6 by implementing their own 
Biosecurity Plan before 30 June 2017. Part of the Biosecurity Plan 
would be to investigate all suspect cases and where there has 

Hotline Numbers 
24-hour Emergency Animal Disease Watch Hotline: 1800 675 888 

24-hour Exotic Plant Pest Hotline: 1800 084 881 

•	 Victorian TCP beef herds to enrol according to how long 
since their last clinical case 

•	 Herds in the Management Area that do not qualify above to 
Level 0 

been an infection to remove all high-risk animals. 




