
Wild Dogs
Signs of wild dogs

• Tracks  

• Faeces 

• Stock attacks/ deaths and missing stock  

• Unsettled domestic pets-barking/growling/ continuous 
territory marking 

• Dens 

• Howling 

• Collarless dog sightings.

Contact Us

lls.nsw.gov.au/regions/greater-sydney

Search Greater Sydney Local Land Services

Search Greater Sydney Local Land Services

admin.greatersydney@lls.nsw.gov.au

1300 795 299

facebook.com/GreaterSydneyLLS

twitter.com/lls_sydney

www

For more information 
contact Greater Sydney Local 

Land Services on 1300 795 
299.  

You can also record sightings 
and activity via FeralScan 

www.feralscan.org.au



• Best results are achieved when taking 
part in a coordinated control campaign 
with your neighbours and supported by 
Greater Sydney Local Land Services. 

• Poison can be distributed in 
several different ways including a 
variety of meat or liver or through 
manufactured baits such as D-K9.  

• Ground baiting can be done on a 
small or large scale. Domestic pets, 
namely dogs are very susceptible to 
1080 poison so strict protocols must 
be followed in closely settled areas.

Trapping

• Can be done using mesh cage traps or modified 
soft/ rubber jawed leg hold traps.  

• Soft jaw trapping is also an effective option if 
used in conjunction with a baiting campaign. 

• Greater Sydney Local Land Services officers can 
provide expert advice on setting traps. 

•  By law, traps must be checked every 24 hours 
and any dogs trapped euthanised humanely.

Follow-up methods include 

• Shooting 

• Fencing.

Wild dogs prey on a variety of animals including mammals, 
birds and reptiles of all sizes. However, they prefer to 
eat small and medium-sized mammals when available, 
including native mice, dunnarts, bandicoots and wallabies. 
Wild dogs have been implicated in the decline of several 
species, both historically and in more recent times.

The impact of wild dogs

Wild dogs cause an estimated $66.3 million damage to 
the Australian economy each year, primarily through 
predation, harassment and mauling of domestic livestock. 
Wild dogs also impact on biodiversity - particularly 
threatened wildlife that may be in low numbers. 

Wild dogs are found along the east coast, Tablelands and in 
the north-western corner of NSW. They are adaptable and will 
live successfully anywhere with adequate food and water.  

Wild dogs can be any colour or breed and vary in size. 
They are traditionally pack animals so can be found in 
groups, or alone, depending on food availability.

Control options

In most cases, a combination of one or more of the 
below control methods will be most effective.

Baiting

• Baiting is one of the most cost-effective control methods. 

• 1080 is the only poison legally allowed for use to 
control dogs and requires a formal qualification. 
It is regulated by a Pesticide Control Order 
with strict conditions applied to its use.  

Wild dogs

Monitoring

Report any signs of wild dogs to Greater 
Sydney Local Land Services. 

A Biosecurity officer can assist you through advice and by 
providing a trail camera to monitor for potential non target 
animals. Cameras can also provide other important information 
such as the number of dogs travelling through your property, the 
routes hey may be taking and to whether it is  wild or domestic. 
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